Church Ministries


Unfortunately, it would seem as if we have lost the unction for grassroots church ministry. Most churches today seem to think that church ministry is Bible study, prayer meetings, and Sunday church services; the fundamentals of church ministry are a lost art.


Church ministry is exactly that, ministries of the church and not church programs. Ministry implies ministering to someone. Meeting the need(s) of the church body conveys the true sense of church ministry.  Outreach is the church-extending ministry from within the body to the community at large. Bible studies, prayer meetings, and church services are tools of discipleship. 


For decades now, the church has doled out its ministries to social service agencies and so with the lack of functions in the church system, the true meaning of church ministry has faded into obscurity. I can recount how many countless meetings I have attended in reference to ministry and all the ideas proposed were program focused.


It is no wonder that the needs of the body of Christ are in the same condition as the world. The Mary and Martha care ministries have varnished from the organized church. The older women are no longer teaching the young wives and mother how to maintain godly homes. Take out is the rule of thumb when a young wife lacks cooking skills.


How sad it is when we look around in the congregation and find members in tattered clothing, children that appear undernourished, vehicles that are nothing short of a miracle as they putter into the parking lots. Clothes that need to be darned and in dire need of alteration and so many women with skills and sewing machines in their closets. 


Why are we not training up young men and women to take our place as we age? Church ministry is to be about raising and training up believers to live above the standards of the world. It is about equipping the believer for the daily life. We live in a fast food and Wal-Mart generation, no more cooking or sewing for the church. 


The days of women gathering in the church fellowship halls working on quilts, sharing recipes and childbearing tips are gone. So when things go wrong we trade-in and trade-up. The idea is not to just do something that can easily be bought in a store; the idea is to create an opportunity to teach and instruct. You can easily buy a cake at the store, but joy is in bonding with your family while making a mess and cleaning up together. 


We need to rethink ministry in the church. We need to rethink the purpose of the church. If the planning is left up to the seminary graduates with all their intellectual and educated ideas of church, we will never be more than what we are now becoming, an institution.


Unless we all get in on the planning, the pew sitters; young men and women, the wives and their husbands whether newlywed or 40 years wed, the divorced, the elderly, Sunday school teachers, and the children, the crucial elements of the church will be left out. Every group in the church must be included in the planning session. There are way too many classes offered in the churches and not enough opportunities to put the knowledge into practice. The Bible states that the body is fitly joined together. If this is true, then no piece of the body should be left out. 


The church needs to return to its roots. In the early church the body sold all it had and distributed among everyone so that none were lacking. We spend church funds on grand edifices that are opened one or twice a week. Sometimes only a section of the building is open at a given time because it is too expensive to heat or cool the entire building. 


We no longer have benevolence offerings. My current church is the first I have attended in twenty years that truly has a benevolent offering, what a blessing. It is put to use on a weekly basis and is constantly depleted. Most times the expense of operating the building is so exorbitant that the church can not offer to care for the needs of the body.


So, church ministry is getting back to the needs of the body. When we can be sensitive to the needs of the body, we will grow compassionate to the needs of the community at large. We have no compassion for each other, how then can we have compassion for a lost and hurting world. 


It is time for the body to wake up and minister to its needs. God does not need another fifty million dollar edifice when his temple is in disrepair. His body, His bride, is impoverished and it lacks the oil needed for His return. The church must repent of its misguided use of church funds and press in on the temple of God that is us folks, you and I are the temple of God. The temple is flesh and blood. We are hungry, thirsty, cold, emotional wrecks, torn apart in every way that the world is torn apart, and we continue with our building projects and programs. 


Church ministry, exactly what is it supposes to be? Ministering to the Body of Christ! Anything less is shortsighted and a mask that shields the very heart of God for His people. Let’s shake off the shackles that are keeping us bound. 
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