Close Ye the Gates

Spiritual Mapping, a new tool of the church can become the seat of Satan’s deception. It is the deception of the ages. He is using the pillars of the body of Christ to resurrect his domain on the earth. Names that have long ago been lost to the world are being named and awaken in ignorance.

Spiritual mapping entails researching and discovering the sins of a specific geographical location, naming of the territorial spirits, gathering details and identifying demonic targets. More specifically, spiritual mapping is the process of solving the riddle of the origin of territorial strongholds. In actuality, this is divination. 

Spiritual mappers are claiming to discover for the church and its prayer intercessors a more specific tool for intercessory. In so doing, they are in actuality unleashing the defeated works of Christ. They are creating an atmosphere for the reemergence of demonic forces; opening gates that have been and should remain closed.

Introduction into the hidden world of the spiritual is not coming from the pagans it is coming from ignorant believers that seem to think their methods are necessary to the ushering in of the kingdom of God. “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me “Hosea 4:6. 

These words were spoken at a time when Israel was turning away from God and to the ancient gods of the land for answers. They were looking for solutions in pagan gods and practices. As with spiritual mappers, they are looking for solutions in pagan gods and practices. But with Christ having abolished all the works of the enemy on the cross, we need not look back but keeping our eyes on the redemptive power of the cross. 

We do not need to map the strongholds of the enemy, we already know his weakness, and it is Jesus Christ. There is a theology among the believer, “name it and claim it.”  Likewise, you name the demon, you claim it. These individuals believe we have to call the spirit(s) by name in order to bring deliverance to the oppressed individual. They believe our prayers are too vague. I do not believe God is so ignorant He has no idea unless we name the specific spirit we are casting out.

These individuals want us to be more specific. Do they not realize that the demons also want us to be specific? We call them by name so we can ignorantly resurrect them. It is enough that they are already defeated. Revelations 12:12b states, “Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! For the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”  He already knows that he has a short time. I do not believe he needs a reminder. Calvary is his eternal reminder. 

Such individuals who call themselves spiritual mappers would state that what they are doing is an attempt to increase their ability to hear from God and to communicate what they are hearing. I believe this is why Jesus told His disciples to “wait for the promise of the Father” Acts 1:4b. “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” Acts 1:8. The Holy Spirit is our conveyer to the heart of God. We do not need to know the names of demons spirits to know the heart of God. 

Anything short of utilizing the Holy Spirit is demonic. This is an abomination to God. Spiritual mapping is not stated anywhere in the Bible. Most spiritual mappers use Ezekiel 4:1-3 as an example of spiritual mapping. In actuality this passage relates to instructions Ezekiel received from God to demonstrate His judgment on Israel. “Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and pourtray upon it the city, even Jerusalem: And lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount against it; set the camp also against it, and set battering rams against it round about. Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set if for a wall of iron between thee and the city: and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to the house of Israel” Ezekiel 4:1-3. In other words, when this scenario plays out itself in Israel, Israel will know that God has indeed brought forth judgment exactly as he said he would.  Jeremiah Chapter 39 attests to this. This is not spiritual mapping, it is an illustrated prophecy. 

When Israel began to take possession of the land, God did not tell them to spiritually map the land so they could cleanse it and thus possess it. He told the people to search out and destroy, not seek out and discover, name, or map. “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous and then thou shalt have good success” Joshua 1:8.  God was stating quite clearly to Israel, everything you need is in the book. 

Spiritual mappers are personally convinced that they are doing the right thing. What about being biblically convinced? They have a feeling about something, but it might not be the right thing if the scriptures do not attest to it. A rhema word from God will never go against His word or His character. I often have a lot of good ideas, however, I have come to realize as I search the scriptures that some of those ideas are not inline with the concepts and precepts of the word. Some tenets of spiritual mapping might be good, but the word of God already tells us how to pray, what to pray for, and that we need only to exercise our faith and behold the manifestations of God. We are called to live by faith and not by sight. God’s word also tells us how to treat others, how to do good to those that act unkind to us, how to fight and destroy evil with good, etc. So what are spiritual mappers looking for?

 
They claim that it is a better tool to win souls. I believe the Bible tells us that “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him” John 6:44a.  Also John 10:9a states, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved.” Spiritual mapping will not draw men to God. It will not open another door or even widen the present door. I believe and am convinced that the only thing that spiritual mapping will do is to awake the sleepers and open the gates that have long been closed. This method will usher in and propel us into the last hour.

Uncovering the wiles of the enemy can serve no purpose. The enemy will/is using this to lull the believers away from kingdom building. There is too much fascination with the devil already.  Now it is coming from the church. It is the calm before the storm. C. Peter Wagner states in his book Breaking Strongholds in your City that, “The response is to move ahead as aggressively as possible to uncover the desires, strategies, techniques and weapons of the enemy” p. 21. We already know what these are. The Bible tells us. In other words, if Jesus isn’t doing it, it has got to be the devil. They say that they are motivated by a global call to repent. Yes, the Bible calls us to repent. However, we are call to repent of our sins. There are two acts of repentance in the Bible. Romans 10:9-10 states, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” This is the sinner’s repentance. Then there is the believers repentance found in II Chronicles 7:14 which states, “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”  

The sinner’s repentance involves confession of who Jesus is, and the believer’s repentance involves an act of humility, praying, seeking God, and turning from wickedness. So, for the unsaved it is one step, for the believer it is four steps. Why is this? It is harder for a believer to come back to the Father than an unbeliever to come to God.  It takes a simple act of grace to save a lost soul. Look at what it takes for a believer to turn again to God. It is when the believer returns that the land is healed. We are blaming the unsaved for the distresses on the land. But the truth is, when the righteous lives righteously, mercy is extended to the saved and unsaved alike. 

It is easier to point the finger at the sinners for our condition than to point it at ourselves. But the Bible states, “IF MY PEOPLE.” Hard to believe isn’t it. But it is true. We are the first Bible the world will ever see or read. We are the unspoken good news of Christ. Spiritual mappers consider themselves a chosen few who are supposed to be paving the way for the rest of us underlings like a researcher seeking out the cure for cancer. There is a big difference between opening a gateway and closing one. They think by knowing the nature, cause, and characteristics and effects of the enemy they have a better chance of eradicating him. A better chance verses the works of Christ on the cross? 

Satan’s end has already been foretold in Revelation 20:10 “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” The best way for the body of Christ to spend its time is to soul win. Hit the streets and preach the good news. Spending precious time researching in libraries, city halls and archives to discover and uncover the acts of the enemy will only take workers out of the harvest. Certainly what Christ accomplished on the cross was for the greater good. What is left to be done? “It is finished” John 19:3. Brad Scott from Wildbranch.org states that Satan knows that “societies prosper and flourish when they obey 'Elohiym's word. He knows that people do not need to be healed when they are already healthy. He knows that nations, communities, and families do not need to be restored when obedient to the Word of 'Elohiym. He knows that when people keep the words of 'Elohiym, that they WIN and he LOSES.”

The work of the enemy is more deceptive than many of us realize. It is called distraction. He wants to distract us so that we will not draw in the catch of the day. Look how distracted we are. When was the last time someone got saved in your church? When did you last lead someone to Christ at work, in your bowling league, or at home? When was the last time you participated in an outreach soul-winning ministry? When is the last time you went after a soul for the kingdom. The enemy is happy and laughing his way to the bank of hell with our daily catch.  We have fellowships, prayer groups, seminars, women’s/youth/men’s/couples fellowship and seminars, church growth seminars, choir rehearsals, Bible studies for women’s/youth/men’s/couples, fund raisers, dramas, rallies, etc. These are all the things the devil wants us to have and maintain and we are contented to have them. As long as we are busy doing religious things we will not go after the souls. As long as we can spend valuable time researching his territory, we will not go after the souls; that is someone else’s job. 

Finally, the greatest reason given for spiritual mapping is to break the curses. Get souls saved, hence the curse is broken. If you don’t know what to pray for, the Holy Spirit will make your heart’s need know to the Father. I believe that there are times in our lives that we are in need of something and we are not quite sure what it is we need. However, I know for certain that God has made provision for this, His Holy Spirit groans on our behalf, “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God” Romans 8:26-27.  God knows what has to be broken off a soul that is newly saved. 

We need not get our selves stressed about things we do not know of. Saturate your minds with the word of God. It will come back to your memory when you need it. Solidify and fortify your intimate relationship with God. He will not fail you or deceive you. Make it a habit to share the gospel with all you meet. Include in your daily schedule opportunities to soul-win. In other words, be vigilant to take advantage of every opportunity to present the gospel. Remember, when we as believers live a godly life, those around us will be blessed as well. This is how we transform our world. You do not need anything that is in the devil’s camp to make your life or someone else’s better. 

In conclusion, spiritual mapping is a relatively new step for some believers that seem to think that the enemy have something that they must have. Yes, they are principalities out there but truth does not mean credence. Daniel 10:13 states that, “ But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days, but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remain there with the kings of Persia.” This verse is often quoted to cite the existence of territorial spirits. The truth is, that prince was defeated. So, do we elevate him to a greater status just because the Bible acknowledges his existence? No! The answer to the enemy’s tactics is to soul-win. Clean out his bank account and keep the gates closed.
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