Don’t Give The Devil Credence


Members of the body of Christ spend too much time giving credence to the devil for all manner of things. This is due to error in their theology. They claim we give the devil a legal right to our lives when we speak or act contrary to our profession of faith. I have a difficult time being around believers who think this way.  Every word spoken to them is giving legal right to the devil. I outright reject this theology.

I made a comment the other day that the place where a structure was built did not consider the safety issue of the location. Suddenly I was verbally pounced on and lambasted for having opened the proverbial spiritual door of access to the devil. I acknowledge that they are times in our lives when our words and actions can be a matter of self-fulfilling prophecy. Yet I understand from the word of God that once I accept Jesus as personal savior, Satan’s control of my life has ended. I now have dominion over sin and Satan’s hold on my life has been severed. 


I belong to the household of God not Satan. I do not believe that as a child of God if I say the building can be a target for harm that such a statement will give a legal right to Satan to bring harm to that building. I believe a word to the wise is sufficient. Perhaps the statement should elicit prayer of protection, or recommendation to the appropriate person about the concerns. To conceive that Satan is automatically given legal right is wrong theology. If I say a child has certain negative tendencies does not extend an open door to the devil. Rather, it should be taken as a word of knowledge/discernment as how to pray effectively for that child and how to bring that child up to best develop his/her character from that negative pattern.

If I subscribe to telling the devil he has that much power to my words or if I confess he can gain a legal right to my words or actions then indeed it is giving power to one who has no power. Either Satan is a defeated foe or he is not. We have to decide once and for all where we each stand. Choose you this day who you will serve and choose you this day who has the power – as for me, I live a victorious life not hindered by what others think Satan is capable of or not. Satan, although he is real, has no authority or legal right to my life, words or deeds. “…your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:5

Recently I traveled to the Caribbean on missions. I was in a situation where evil forces tried to attack a member of the team. I know that the person under attack holds views as aforementioned. The forces tried to attack but eventually by speaking the name of Jesus they fled and the attack ceased. Me, on the other hand I had no encounter whatsoever. Why? I am discerning but I am not confirming that the devil has the power to breech the hedge God has placed around me. Fear is the doorway used by the enemy to enter in. I do not live in fear but with power to overcome the enemy, love to trust God to keep me hemmed in and a sound mind not to let the devil play havoc with my mind.

Why should any unbeliever want to receive salvation if after gaining such a gift they are still at the whims of the enemy and he still has the legal authority over their life? Once I say yes to Jesus, any legal rights of the devil have been severed once and for all. Yes, severed! Satan has no legal right to your life unless you renounce Christ as savior and turn your back to the cross. I am not saying our words and actions do not have repercussions, rather any repercussions are due to the power released by your mind, motivated by fear and ignorance – “you” extend power to the devil.


What do I mean by what one extends to the devil? The devil does not gain a legal right to our words or actions – we give credence to him and so he operates with the extension of our words by the power of our fears. In other words, he can only take what we give him in fear and what we confess. If one confesses Satan has the right then he has been given the right. If I sin, the devil has no legal right to my life or any part thereof. I am made righteous in Christ not righteous by my actions. The Holy Spirit will convict my heart to repent of any wrongful deed and so I stay in constant rightness with God. God does not turn us over to the devil every time we speak a word or do a thing that is outside of his holiness. 

Look, the point I am trying to make is this, if you can’t trust God to ensure your salvation why bother with Him. If the penalty for our sin has been paid in full – Jesus’ shed blood, then no one has a legal right to us but the one who paid the penalty on our behalf. Jesus is our guarantor that Satan has no legal right to us and no access. We sit in heavenly places with Christ. If we are sitting with Him in heavenly places then all the ground we are on is holy ground. On holy ground Satan has no access even though he accuses us on holy ground. “…And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night” Revelation 12:10.” 

I know people who have acted outside the parameters of God’s boundaries on our lives. They embarked into areas where angels fail to tread and like Miriam were afflicted with leprosy. Yet, as like Miriam, Satan had no legal right to their lives. In other words, the Father chastises those He loves but does not turn them over to Satan. 1 Corinthians 5:5 says, “To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” Paul states here that anyone who is actively partaking in an abomination such as incest should be turned over to Satan “for the destruction of the flesh.” In other words, it is better that the enemy afflicts his body to disease that brings about death so that he might repent and his soul be saved. Have we not seen this evidence in the lives of others? I have! I have seen many people do unheard of things some forthrightly and others out of ignorance and thus are afflicted, some unto death and others like Miriam afflicted and healed completely and some others yet bear the evidence of the affliction as a reminder. As with Paul, “And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.” 2 Corinthians 12:7


The word gives us another example in 1 Timothy 1:20 which say, “Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to blaspheme.” The key words are “that they may learn not to blaspheme.” “That they may learn” means just that – an object lesson – a reality check! Sometimes a child might have to experience being burned in order to get the point across. It does not mean that they have been permanently abandoned to being burned, but that they are cared for so much so that the lesson needs be taught. Does any of this means that Satan has been given a legal right to one’s life – NO! It means they have been given a greater opportunity for grace to be manifested – “… where sin abounded, grace did much more abound” Romans 5:20. The opportunity was not given for grace to abound, but it was used for grace to abound. 

We often don’t realize it, but if we were to look at those times in or lives when we felt like the devil had charge of our lives we ought to see that grace was abounding even more because we were saved in the midst of the situation. God did not give Satan a legal right to Job, He merely removed a hedge that grace might abound more – and it did. Job declared, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him” Job 13:15. After the removing of your hedge, can you or I say the same? What we call a legal right is merely an opportunity for grace to abound and for the divine to influence our heart.” 


Can Satan hinder us in our walk? Yes! 1 Thessalonians 2:18 say, “Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.” Even as we are walking in rightness in God’s will, yes the enemy can hinder and lay stumbling blocks before us but hinder means just that – hinder but not prevail. As with the situation in the Caribbean, Satan tried to hinder using fear but he did not prevail. Whatever theology you subscribe to is exactly what Satan will rule you with at your point of fear. If you subscribe to him having a legal right to your life when you speak or act – then he gains that right by your theological convictions. Unfortunately the body of Christ has done what the religious Jews did – they created laws that became mill stones around their necks and we have done the same with our theologies.

Don’t give the devil credence/authority! Do not become your own worst enemy. Now, what do I do with this knowledge? I use it to bring deliverance to the lost and to set free the minds of those that are saved and subscribed to unsound doctrine. Knowing the truth ought not only to set you free but set free others as well. We ought not to be selfish with the revealed word of God.
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