For Lack of Knowledge

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” In others words, my people are dumb for failure of cunning. This verse is taken from the book of Hosea the Prophet, Chapter 4:6. Hosea was a man that God called to take a prostitute as his wife to demonstrate the spiritual and moral condition of the children of Israel at the time. 


Chapter 4:1 states, “Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the Lord hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, no mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.” Although Israel were brought out of Egypt by the mighty works of Jehovah, and finally entered and possessed the land flowing with milk and honey, Israel by Hosea’s time was practicing idolatry as stated in Chapter 3:1 “the children of Israel, who look to other gods.” 

Israel had turned to worshiping false gods. They were many such false gods as noted in Chapter 2:17, “For I will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth, and they shall no more be remembered by their name.”  God is clear about the names of the idols, they shall no more be remembered by their name. God’s intent is for the name of these gods to be forgotten. 

God declares what it is that have brought the children of Israel to this point. Hosea 4:12b states, “…for the spirit of whoredom hath caused them to err, and they have gone a whoring from under their God. It is a spirit of whoredom, after other gods that caused the children to err. The children of Israel were living in the spirit of error. 


The word of God is very clear in depicting this picture of Israel. Israel, the children of God, forsakes the Lord; hence, there is no truth or knowledge of God in the land. Hosea’s wife, representative of Israel, takes off to her lovers, the false gods. God’s response to her actions is that “I will hedge up thy way with thorns, and make a wall, that she shall not find her paths. And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them; and she shall seek them, but she shall not find them…” Hosea 2:7a. 

This is an interesting scenario where God is declaring that as Hosea’s wife goes after her false gods, he will put a hedge around her so she will not be able to find them again. This is how God has designed for us to separate ourselves from the ancient false deities. Yet many so call believers are in the process of uncovering the names, identifying the places of abode, and rituals of worshipping them, all in the name of God. 


These people think by doing this, the lost will miraculously find their way to God or that some stronghold will be broken opening up the way for the unsaved to be saved. God intends for us not to find the name of these false gods. He intends that once He has separated His people from them that they are to remain in His hedge of protection.
Not even in the name of God shall this hedge be breached.


Spiritual mappers are putting a gap in the midst of this hedge. As with the issue of separation of church and state, law makers are trying to put a gap in the midst of the hedge. God hedges us in for our protection. Remember Job. Satan approached God about the hedge around Job. Job 1:9-10a states, “Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for naught? Hast not thou made a hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side?”

Satan needed a gap in the hedge so he could afflict Job. Job was safe in his hedge because of two reasons. One, God placed the hedge there, two, God declared that Job was “a perfect and upright man, one that feared God and escheweth evil” Job 1:8b. In other words, Job did not breach the hedge so he was safe and God put it there so he was safe. 


Many times, out of ignorance, we think we are doing God a tremendous favor, but in actuality, we are breaching the hedge. Every act of opposition against us is against God primarily and foremost. The battle is not ours it is the Lord’s. Are we certain that it is God that is calling us to do battle? I am finding that when ever a difficult situation comes up in my life, God’s response to me has one hundred percent of the time been, be silent and do nothing. 

I find myself telling God, “What do you mean do noting, be silent. Don’t you see what they are doing to me; don’t you hear what they are saying about me?” Still God says, do nothing. I find one hundred percent of the time God was right. Things worked out without my interference and perfectly with God’s intervention. “Be still and know that I am God,” Psalm 46:10, is still the answer for the body of Christ. God is always clear when He wants us to take action. Just read the history of the Children of Israel, Gideon, Jehoshaphat, Joshua, Moses, etc. 


Nothing has changed since the days of the patriarchs. God has set gatekeepers as He set watchmen on the walls of Jerusalem. Gatekeepers watch as did watchmen watch for breaches in the hedge. Watchmen sound the alarm, gatekeepers shut the gates. How will the gatekeeper close the gate if the watchmen are the ones breaching the hedge? As with Israel, it was the priest and the prophets who were leading the children of Israel into idolatry. The hedge was being breached from within not from without. 

We can look at Hosea 4:6 two ways. First, by saying that without knowledge of God we will be destroyed, and second, by realizing that searching for the knowledge we lack can destroy us.  First, Israel abandoned the Lord as stated in Hosea 4:10b, “…because they have left off to take heed to the Lord,” so they are destroyed. They are made as dumb and thus fail to be cunning at dealing with the enemy who has ensnared them. Second, God declared that the names of the gods will be remembered no more, and so as we turn aside to discover the ancient names we become dumb for lack of knowledge. That which we lack, we feel a need to seek out, and so we are destroyed. Uncovering things the Lord has seen fit to remove from us for our own protection cause us to breach the hedge. 


Spiritual mappers will present several cities where they claim were transformed (update) because of what they have discovered about the ancient practices of the community or cities they researched. This kind of arrogance makes claims to something that only the spirit of God can do? Spiritual mapping nullifies the redemptive power of the cross. Proponents of spiritual mapping claim that they are commissioned by God to do this. They will attest to the fact that often they obsess about the discoveries, need to be brought back to focus, spend hours and years poring over and digging up ancient secular data. All of this is done in the name of releasing strongholds for the purpose of soul-wining. They also claim that this method “unlock obstacles to revivals in the community.” These individuals return from their search knowing more about the enemy’s kingdom that the heavenly kingdom. In actuality, spiritual mapping is the process of defining how to remove the rift raft from the community. It is like establishing a moral government by displacing or eradicating the bad people. These individuals need to be saved not eradicated. When a community comes to Christ by the efforts of the body of Christ sharing the word, the enemy and his works will be eradicated. 

You do not expose the devil to save a soul; you save a soul and so expose the devil by the word of our testimony. God’s plan for evangelism is for the believer to go, not research. Jesus did not tell the disciples to spiritually map out the town, city, or country they were going to before they preached the gospel. He said to go and speak, if you are not received then shake the dust off your shoe and keep going. 


Further, we do not need to go out and engage in such research to discover God’s will for soul-winning. God reveals His will as we go about the task of soul-winning, “as we go.” This is the process to soul-winning, as we go, God reveals His plan to us. God is capable of revealing His plan to us because He knows all things dark and light. This is what is stated in Daniel 2:21a-22. God will “…give wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him.” So, God will reveal!

Spiritual mappers say that most of the world is concerned with how to deal with the spirit and human world, but we in the west are concern with how to manipulate the natural world. This is true. Those nations in the east are more paganistic and their influences are based on ancient idolatries and false gods. We in the west lean toward the one true God. So, we see the seeping in of eastern philosophies and religions into out traditional Christian culture. We have an influx of new agers from the old ancient cultures. If it is not broke don’t fix it. Do we want to be like them or do we want to identify with Christ.  Besides, we can see clearly the result of such cultural trends: poverty, disease, etc. 

Soul-winning invokes heaven to participate with us in our endeavor to save souls. As we participate in God’s commission to us, He in turns releases to us the strategies for each soul we encounter. Religious practices of the ancient people on the site we chose to witness on are not or will not be a hindrance to us. Paul did not encounter a hindrance on Mars hill. Communities will change as the church enters into soul-winning. The object of soul-winning is to widen the hedge that is placed about the body of Christ. There is only one tool for soul-winning and that is the blood of Jesus. 

I believe spiritual mapping reinstitute old ancient covenants with the enemy. To be a soul-winner one must be obedient to the great commission and go ye therefore. Spiritual mappers on the other hand would say that to be a soul-winner you must have a passion for lost souls. You can have a passion and not be obedient. So, to obey is still better than sacrifice. 


The heart of the matter is that we are hedged in from what we do not know and by discovering those things we lack we are destroyed. God has given to us His intelligence, his word, so that we are equipped with wisdom, knowledge and understanding. Learn to rely on what God has equipped you with. Try the spirit to see if it is of God before you run with every new fangled dangled idea. Do not breach the hedge because you presume that God has left you in the dark about something. “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirit whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. I John 4:1. “These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you; but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him” I John 2:26-27. 
“It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter” Proverbs 25:2. “For they went and served other gods, and worshipped them, gods whom they knew not, and whom he had not given unto them: And the anger of the Lord was kindled against this land, to bring upon it all the curses that are written in this book: And the Lord rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is in this day. The secret things belong unto the Lord our God; but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law” Deuteronomy 29:26-29. E. W. Bullinger states in his book entitled Number in Scripture that, “Our searching must be confined to what is revealed. With what God has been pleased not to reveal, but to keep secret, not only have we nothing whatever to do, but we are guilty of the sin of presumption in even speculating about it. If a child of God is observed to be much occupied with God’s “secret things,” he will be found to be one who neglects the study of the things which God has revealed.” Our studies should be in God’s word not the enemy’s past that God has taken out of our remembrance. What God has revealed He has revealed, what God has removed He has removed. We have yet to discover all the vast things that God has already revealed to us, so, do we need to waste time in the enemy’s dung hill. Let us be wise!
You must learn to spend time in the word of God so you will be able to recognize false doctrines. Lack of knowledge of God’s word will be your destruction. A moral government without Christ is only a nice place to live in time and space. Without Christ ruling and reining it will come to naught at the judgment. “There is a way which seemeth right unto man, but the end there of are the ways of death” Proverbs 14:12. The proponents of spiritual mapping believe that Christ will return spiritually in a moral government society, but the Bible tells us He will return in the clouds, this is physical.  As for the unbeliever, the Bible states, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” I John 1:9. Salvation is intended for all those who desire to be saved. The only way is by way of the cross. The blood of Jesus is the only remedy for sin. Christ has already defeated all the works of the enemy. We, the body of Christ must take up the victory cry and preach the gospel to all who will hear.
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