Getting Righteous in the Promised Land
	Getting righteous might seem arrogant, but in actuality it is truly something that is possible. I believe from biblical text that the Holy Spirit’s function is to bring each believer into a state of righteousness. I also believe that this is accomplished by the continual renewal of one’s mind.
	Here in the Promised Land I find that I am in a constant process of renewal of my mind. No sooner one area of my heart and mind comes into renewal then another area of trouble comes to the surface. God uses the most inconceivable situations and persons to shed light on areas long ago subconsciously buried. They float with ease to the surface of my consciousness. He never reveals the truth in a way that I will again be traumatized by it. Unexpectedly, I am faced with the compelling words from David, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts,” Ps. 139:23.
	When those areas become exposed to the light of God’s word, I am in awe of how quickly He moves to sift them from me. It is like a mighty wind rushes in and while I am yet sitting on God’s threshing floor, the chaff takes flight. It flutters in my face. There is no denying that the chaff has been attached all this while to the wheat. My seeds for a good life having been encased all this time have been blocking my doors of hope.
	There is a door of hope and then there are doors of hope. One door of hope is in knowing that Yeshua saves us from ourselves and redeems our miserable lives. The other door of hope is taking what Yeshua has done one step further – that is to allow Him to now uncover and exorcize the corrupted things from our hearts and minds. We say we are free but in truth we have only sweep the matter under the proverbial rug.
	It is the things that are under the rug that Yeshua is ultimately interested in sweeping out. It is when we allow Him to lift the rug that we uncover that very thing that is hindering our progression in righteousness. We are righteous because of what He has imputed to us, but we are not righteous in our actions. 
	Our actions are the informers of what is buried beneath the surface. It is His will that in the course of our lives, He is allowed free access to our cemeteries. The graves must be exhumed. The autopsies must be conducted and the verdict must be rendered. Once the matter has been exposed, then we can permanently cast it off. We can now move from imputed righteousness to becoming righteous – the chaff having been removed exposes the wheat, now growth can begin and hope can be realized. Those things hoped for by faith can be seen.
	I am getting righteous in the Promised Land. My graves are being exhumed and my sepulchers are being painted with durable paint. The walls are coming down and I am finding myself open and clean. You cannot sit on God’s threshing floor and not be made righteous. He is looking down on the land waiting to stir the wind that will blow all the chaff away. 
	A Kiwi came to town the other day and I thought she had no wings, but she took flight because He is the wind beneath her wings. She became a grave digger. She held the coroner’s tools and the chief official removed the layers of death that kept me in the grave. I leaped out of the grave when His final and commanding words were, “Come forth from the grave.” So, I am getting righteous in the Promised Land.
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