God has not forsaken Israel!
Romans 11:1-36 

    [1] I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. [2] God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying, [3] Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. [4] But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. [5] Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. [6] And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 

    [7] What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded [8] (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. [9] And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them: [10] Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway. [11] I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. [12] Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 

    [13] For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: [14] If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some of them. [15] For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead? [16] For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. [17] And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; [18] Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. [19] Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in. [20] Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: [21] For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. [22] Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. [23] And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again. [24] For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed into their own olive tree? 

    [25] For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. [26] And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: [27] For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. [28] As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. [29] For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. [30] For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: [31] Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. [32] For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 

    [33] O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! [34] For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? [35] Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? [36] For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


God has not indeed forgotten Israel or forsaken them. He has reserved a remnant for Himself. Israel, because of unbelief that Jesus is the Messiah of God, the anointed one, has taken a back seat because of their unbelief so that we gentiles, who were far off from God, can come to faith in Jesus. Yet God has not forsaken His very elect. It is for our sakes that they are blinded. This is the time of the gentiles to come to Jesus by our own witness of the goodness of God. This is our harvest season. What have we done in these 2,000 years allotted to us to bring in our harvest? Can we say that we have made an impact on our societies? Many bible believing nations today are turning a blind eye to God. Soon our time of harvest will come to an end because God declares that the Jews will remain blind until the fullness of the gentiles is fulfilled. 


What He is declaring to us is that we have been granted an opportunity to cause Israel to be jealous for Him as we come to faith and remain faithful in our belief as Israel was also given the command to do. They failed and we also have failed in many ways as well. But the commission which was originally given to Israel to be a light to the world shall once again be restored to them. When the gentiles have harvested all that we are able to harvest or drop the baton then our season of harvest will end abruptly and the baton will be handed back to the Jews to finish what they were appointed to do. 


It is destine for the Jews to bring in the harvest we failed to bring in. Their harvest will be enormous. We already see that around the world the nominal person will not receive the gospel from us gentiles because we do not walk the talk. Many are disillusioned by what we profess because we water down the gospel and no longer compel others to be holy as God is holy. We compromise God’s word and interpret the original text until we can’t recognize it anymore. We are told that every new translation is supposed to illuminate the truth so people at all levels can understand it. Yet the more I look at the newer translation, more of the original words are taken out and generic terms are replacing the character and person of God so it could be implied He is any god. 

His name is Jehovah, Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the One God of Israel. By the time the lost receive the word it is a different word from what we ourselves received many years ago. I picked up a new translation a few days ago and when I began to read it I could not recognized the words of it and the God of that translation had lost His power. We say there are no words humanly possible to describe God yet we water down the few we have that do Him justice and say He is the same. Translating into a different language is one thing. Some things will get lost in the translation but I believe God reserves for Him self a pure translation for each nation and tongue. 


This is the reason why Israel will again turn to the work God called them to do. They have the pure text intact. They have a picture of the bible that we gentiles don’t have. The Hebrew language does not just contain letter characters but numeric and picture values as well. God has hidden treasures in this foundational language of scripture. There is a reason why God will again turn to Israel as His end time evangelist – because He is a promise keeper. Yet for a season we have an opportunity to labor until our time of harvest ends. 

As much as God has a destiny for Israel He also has a destiny for all the nations. Many nations think they need to neglect their own harvest and send missionaries to other nations but they fail to realize that they must first labor at home and continue to press outward without total abandonment of their respective nations. Every nation at some point must be able to touch the lives of the nation next door to them. This does not mean that God will not call someone from America and send them to Africa or some remote island somewhere else. He will send those who are willing to heed the call if people from that nation will not respond. Evangelism is not about us but all about God.


It is about the Father taking back His image from the earth that has been corrupted by sin. His plan was for man to live in the Garden and from there multiply on the face of the earth, His imagine in man uncorrupted. Yet Adam and Eve failed and so here we are near 6,000 years later. God called out Abraham to be a family of righteousness on the earth so that the heathens will see how good He, God, is and will turn to Him. Romans 11 outlines clearly for us that God has not replaced Israel, but rather He blinded Israel spiritually, because of their unbelief which gives us the opportunity to come to faith. This does not mean that we have replaced Israel as many are claiming. “God hath not cast away His people.” Go back and read the underscored sections of the text above. 

The fullness of the gentiles is at hand. Our time is drawing to an abrupt closure and Israel will take center stage in the great harvest noted in revelations. Their harvest shall be greater than what we have brought in during the last 2,000 years. How is this possible? Remember the apostles; they were Jews who spread the gospel far and wide. Although we had governments and nations who claim to be of Christian faith for these last two millenniums they spread a pagan form of Christianity. And as much as they claimed to have converted many they were also responsible for murdering many more in the name of Christianity. We do not get credit for that. The scale being put in place we are found lacking. 


Are there enough people on the earth for Israel to make an impact to out number us in conversions during the end times? As of October 13, 2009 while I am writing this article the world estimated population is 6,790,109,758. And get this, we are still increasing even with China’s one child laws in effect. God has His remnant and will use them to bring about the greatest number of believers coming to faith in the history and annuals of humanity. He will use Israel as His latter day evangelist.
Isaiah 49:1-26 

    [1] Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The Lord hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name. [2] And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me; [3] And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified. [4] Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgment is with the Lord, and my work with my God. 

    [5] And now, saith the Lord that formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my strength. [6] And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth. [7] Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the Lord that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee. [8] Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; [9] That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places. [10] They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them. [11] And I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways shall be exalted. [12] Behold, these shall come from far: and, lo, these from the north and from the west; and these from the land of Sinim. 

    [13] Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the Lord hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. [14] But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. [15] Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. [16] Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me. [17] Thy children shall make haste; thy destroyers and they that made thee waste shall go forth of thee. 

    [18] Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather themselves together, and come to thee. As I live, saith the Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth. [19] For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away. [20] The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, shall say again in thine ears, The place is too strait for me: give place to me that I may dwell. [21] Then shalt thou say in thine heart, Who hath begotten me these, seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, a captive, and removing to and fro? and who hath brought up these? Behold, I was left alone; these, where had they been? [22] Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. [23] And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the Lord: for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me. 

    [24] Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered? [25] But thus saith the Lord, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children. [26] And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. 


Surely God has not forsaken His people. To the uttermost parts of the earth the harvest will come in and Israel will have their hand in it. What does this mean for us today? We must continue to labor until God’s appointed time for us has been fulfilled. We must recognize that many people are being lost in our harvest because we do not recognize the season we are in. Yes, Israel will bring in many in their harvest but those that are lost in ours will be lost. We cannot bring them again from the dead and preach to them. It is over. Come now! This is the time of the great harvest of the gentiles. This is the day the Lord has made for us. The fields are white and the laborers are few. We cannot say why go because they will not hear us. Only the Spirit can draw a soul to the Father. All we can do is labor and the harvest will open as God draws by people by His spirit. You know the word says Paul planted, Apollos watered but God gives the increase. You might be harvesting where someone else planted and others watered. It is not just about you but about others who labored tirelessly and you are letting their labor go in vain.

As God has not forgotten Israel He will not likely forget those who labored. What part do you have in it? As much as God has not forsaken Israel we also have our commission and must not neglect it. As much as there is much for Israel to do there is also much for us to do. We have no excuse but Israel does, she has been blinded for a season. This means that if Israel’s eyes are blind to the truth of Messiah so we can come to faith we have no excuse because our eyes are opened. The enemy can influence us not to believe but the bible tells us “For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:” Romans 1:20. No excuse means just that, no excuse. 


Do you really believe that God will allow Israel to suffer so greatly continuously so that we can have our chance at faith? This time of grace will not last. It will end abruptly. There will come a falling away of faith and iniquity will abound. As it was in the days of Noah so will it be in the end. Then we can say, Israel to the rescue. The gospel will flourish but many lives will be lost. It will cost something them to believe, it will be a matter of life and death and many, thank God, will choose death and hold on to their faith. This is the day of acceptance. This is the day when your faith can count for something more than just you believing. This is the time your faith can make a difference to you and to others. 

There are many opportunities everywhere to make a difference. Some of you work for companies who send employees abroad to work. Many others have employees come from other nations to work along side of you. One day they will return home. How will they return, believing or unbelieving? So your company has rules about preaching at the work place. Do you know that most people believe by your example before you actually have a chance to preach to them? Are you operating in your business or work place, or school or groups with Christian ethics and integrity? Are you the first bible others get to see before they open the book? Ask God what it is that you can be doing. Ask for your personal strategies that does not circumvent the laws of the land and the policies of your work place. God is a great strategist. It was He who orchestrated the defeat of Israel’s enemies all through the history of that nation. Your Jericho(s) can still come tumbling down. Your Red Sea(s) can still be parted. 


God will give Israel their strategies for their harvest, let Him give you yours for your harvest. When Israel return to their commission let it not be said that you did not have a hand in yours.
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