Hope in the time of Storm
I woke up this morning to a raging storm over the Mediterranean Sea on the coastline of Tel Aviv. Hail pelted against the pane glass window and the blackened skies looked as though it would never cease its raging. My roommate opened the window to say her morning prayer and beheld the beauty of a double rainbow. “Joy, Joy,” she shouted with enthusiasm and vigor, “Come see this.” I leaped from my bed to behold the magnificent array in the sky. One bow was quite bright and though the other was a bit dim soon its full spectrum of color filled the sky. I raced to retrieve my camera from my bag before the moment would be lost. There, amidst those rainbows of God’s promise, never to destroy the earth again by flood, the hail continued to plummet against the window settling on the window’s ledge. The sky grew blacker and fiercer. It looked as though the winds were pushing the storm toward us inland, and the skyline of Tel Aviv looked like it was boiling in a pot of stew. The ocean was raging and foaming with such anger as though it would soon spill out of its bowels the menace of hell. This display was met with an answer from heaven - God’s rainbows of promise.


It brought to memory the verse from Isaiah 61:7 “For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them.” God was reaffirming His promise to give to Israel a double portion. I had only spoken those words to someone just that night past. The words were sealed in my heart as I opened my eyes to the glory of the morning promise of God that He would not only once but twice keep His covenant. God had chosen this sign to me as His way of establishing His spoken word.

God is an incredible God. He is a covenant keeper even to the least in the land. I am in awe of His mercies and His compassion. Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” These were also the words I spoke to that same person. Although the storm may be raging in our lives, God will bring us through and give us His expected end. Nothing can change His expectancy for us if we only hold on to His promise. When one door closes, we should always look for two others to open. When despair and discouragement comes, we should always look for the light at the end of the tunnel. 


I know that God still speaks with signs and wonders. I know that my Redeemer lives because He displays His incredible signs before my very eyes, as “Morning by morning new mercies I see.” I can attest that He still commands the dreams and visions of His people. When we become still in His presence we can see and experience the supernatural as He “…shake not the earth only, but also heaven.” (Hebrews 12:26) If you are only in tune to the things of the earth, you will miss the heavenly realm. You will not see how faithful He is. Likewise, if all you see is the trouble and not the rainbow of promise, you will be apt to live a life of despair and helplessness. The storm is the reminder that the rainbow is coming. Look for the rainbow and the storm will soon pass over and indeed it did. 
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