Leasing Out Our Inheritance

We wonder why the church doors are closing at an astounding rate. Why are the poor, needy, and the destitute dying in their sins? What has happened to the masses that use to flock to the church for physical, spiritual, and emotional aid?

It should be difficult to reconcile within ourselves that we can raise the finances to erect magnificent edifices for worship but we lack the funds to feed, clothe, and house those among us that are needy.

Not even a room is reserved in motels or hotels for those needing help. The expenses of our churches are so exorbitant that there is nothing left for benevolence. Those in need are referred to social service agencies that also lack the resources to provide the needed services.

Yet, Sunday after Sunday the church doors are opened on that one day only because they cannot afford the utilities. In the most recent years, there is an increase in natural disasters, yet I do not recall once when it was mentioned on the news that a church was used as a shelter. Usually it is a school or a community center or stadium. 

Why have we shut up our belly of compassion? Do we not realize that we might have turned away an angel unawares? Who then will stand in the gap for the needy, the homeless, and the discarded of society? Both the Old and New Testament mandate us to care for the poor. 

We are told to bless those in need as God has blessed us. It was these individuals that pressed in on Christ during his ministry, yet he never turned one away, for such is the kingdom of God. 

The church has leased out its inheritance to the world and does not yet understand the significance of what it has done. (Pr. 22.9 and Is. 58:10)


What must the church do to be fully reconciled to God? We must take back what we have leased out. Take back our inheritance and be doers of the Word. If the church takes back its benevolence services we will see God pouring out His blessings.


When speaking of caring for the downtrodden the Word of God uses phrases such as, “And if, and when, thou shalt, if thine, it is, give to, sell that, bring ye, give, and but this.” The Word of God is emphatic about service to the poor and needy.  


There is no doubt or question concerning the measure of our service. God being a benevolent God intends for his church to be benevolent. We are called to exemplify His virtues so that the world may come to know Him.  


“For God so loved the world he gave.”  Love gave. In other words, God demonstrated His love by giving of himself. Certainly, we being a part of the body of Christ ought to do likewise. “And they will know we are Christians by our love.”


I recall an incident where a pastor in a community was robbed and all his possession were damaged beyond repair. A call went out for help and was snubbed. The pastor did not attend the local minister’s association meetings. What a message that sent. “He came to his own and his own received him not.”


I attended a church several years ago when a young couple came by for assistance with their small five month old baby. It was the second time within the month that they had requested assistance. We had a small container filled with food for just that purpose. This time the pastor refused to assist the family. He gave them no reason but told his members that since the couple had not planned to stay for the service we would not help. 


Two things resulted from this: (1) the witness of Christ was lost, and (2) some members sneaked out to the parking lot to present the couple with a box of food and baby supplies.  It is no wonder the world do not want to be spiritually fed by the church.


 There were many studies conducted in the past that proved a child cannot learn if they are hungry. Since then our government has provided nutritional meals for underprivileged children in our nation’s schools. Yet, the church has not taken heed and recognizes it is difficult for a soul to receive spiritual food when the physical body is malnourished and in dire need of rest and care.


The church must take back its inheritance. We must yield all our resources to God. Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and give shelter to the homeless. We have kitchens that are used to serve pot luck dinners. There are classrooms that remain empty six days a week that can be used to store food and clothing for distribution. 


We have closed up our belly of compassion and expect God to bless us with an abundance of souls. Most new churches are made up of old Christians splitting away from a former body. But who is reaching the destitute of our societies.


God is preparing to lift up the discarded and destitute of this world to transform it to His glory. The pulpit will be pulled down so the paupers can exalt the name of God. God is raising up shepherds from among them who will leave the ninety-nine and go after the one. The testimony of the goodness of God will be written in their hearts. 


These individuals will be use by God to bring about a deliverance ministry that will leave this church generation in shame and in the dust. They will lift up a banner unto the Lord with a shout, “Come and see what the Lord God has done.” This will be an unquenchable fire and the last shall be first. 

How to take back your inheritance:

1. Restore the food banks

2. Restore the clothing closets

3. Open the doors for a shelter

4. Reopen the soup kitchens

5. Stop turning away the unkempt from entering to worship

6. Install showers that can restore the dignity of man

7. Build housing units unto the sanctuary

8. Teach the poor how to fish so they can feed themselves

9. Provide transportation in the underused ministry vans

10. Purchase and fix up old/used vehicles for use and donate to the needy

11. Donate furniture and kitchen items so the impoverished can have a decent furnish apartment

12. Teach the poor and needy business skills and how to start new businesses that will sustain them

13. Purchase apartment buildings to house the homeless


Dare to be a benefactor. Dare to emulate Christ. Dare to take back what 
you have given to the Devil and put social services agencies out of 
business in your community.  
   Copyright © 2006 Founder Catch the Wave Ministries                                                                                                
