         Maintaining Integrity in Ministry 

           Maintaining integrity in ministry is paramount to the success of any ministry endeavor. A plan, purpose, and expected end must be established so that one might not lose sight of the goal. 
           Ministry is not about numbers; it is sincerely for reaching the lost for Christ. A successful ministry must produce fruits that can be sown and multiplied time and time again. More so, ministry must produce a testimony that reverberate the name of Jesus Christ and none other. If any one but Christ is exalted then the ministry has failed. 
           We must ask God to open our hearts to His heart for ministry. It is not good enough to imagine working/exploits for Christ without His input. The goals and objectives of any Christ centered ministry must be expressed in terms that those impacted by the ministry can understand and express them. 
          Ministering should never be used to exploit those being ministered to. Ministering should never be thought of in terms of a production or a stage show. 
          Christ centered ministry should be taught so that it produces others who will serve. No one should undertake a ministry for the sake of being busy for Christ. It should be a matter of the heart and will of Christ so His Kingdom will come. 
          One of the essential things any Christian ministry should produce is a life of prayer and praise. The fruits of any ministry should be able to express itself in praise and worship. “Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them” Matthew 7:20. How often have we seen individuals who through a particular ministry were unable to express from the heart what they receive or believe?
          True ministry never puts an individual on the spot to be an embarrassment or be embarrassed or ridicule. It never promotes anyone other than Jesus. It is never on display even when presented in a forum to be taught. True Christian ministry must exalt the working and teaching of the Holy Spirit. 
         So, we must begin to teach those involved in a specific ministry to express the mission of the ministry. One should be able to state who, what, why, where, when of the ministry. Also, there should be no need to defend the ministry but one must be able to fearlessly recommend it. 
         When the ministry is being promoted, the fruits of the ministry, those that were a part of the harvest, should be allowed the opportunity to express their testimony unhindered and unrehearsed. Never steal the moment of the anointing of the Holy Spirit. The greatest witness to winning support and drawing others to be involved in the Christian ministry is the Holy Spirit. 
         One cannot truly be discerning about a ministry unless it is presented to them in its truest form, the effectiveness of the Holy Spirits’ transformation of that person’s life. A Christian ministry that fits neatly in a box will no more be anointed than a Christian without a testimony on their lips about the power of the gospel upon their lives. 
         When developing a ministry and/or presenting it for review or promotion, we must be sure that it has integrity built into its foundation.
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