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No Fear


There should be no fear in kingdom building. Too many ministers fear members in their congregations will start their own church and take their members with them. But we fail to see that it is not their members it is Christ’s bride and He can transplant them wherever He desires. It is all in the process of growing His Kingdom. 


During the early church this sort of thing occurred constantly. It is all about growth and expansion. It has always been about growth. Why do we fear growth? If you have taught your flock and established a good foundation then there should be no fear in releasing them to move forward with the work. It is no different when you have children and when they are grown you have to let them go. This does not make you a bad parent or an ineffective pastor.

The church is too afraid to let go. It is because their ministry is not relevant and so they cannot or do not know how to reestablish their base of operation after some of the flock move on. The flock scatters because there are controlled to the extent that they have no choice but to flee. The flock must be released to begat more sheep. This is what the purpose of the church is about. 


Why do we fear people moving on? We think it is a slight on us rather than that we have done a good job in preparing them to move on and have their own flock. We stifle the flock and so we make it difficult for many of them to carry out the great commission on a personal level. We are told to bring the lost to the church so the pastor can get them saved. But we are the voice that God uses as well. We have stayed too long shut up with the gospel inside of us that we are no good to the flock, the lost, or to our own selves. Our spiritual growth has been stunted. 


We must stop fearing that we have failed and realize that anytime a member moves out to begin their own flock we have done our job. Paul did this over and over again. Rather than sending the individuals out with a blessing and loaning them resources until there are established, it is done in such a way as to cause that new ministry to fail before it has a chance. 


No one is saying anything about the thousands of mosques being erected in this nation, but every time a believer wants to leave a congregation and establish a new base of operation they are rebuked and sent off with wishes of failure. It would not hurt for a minister to loan out his ministry teams in order to help a new ministry. It would not hurt to give training and mentorship. Believe you me, there are enough sinners in the world for all established churches and new one’s to be established until Christ returns. 


It is a shame that people feel their have to sneak around in order to start something new for the Lord. It is a shame that they have to be spoken of badly. It is a shame that they cannot leave in peace. It is a shame that everyone thinks them to be weak and not capable of doing this thing. Yet when we read the Bible we see that God used people that were most weak to establish His kingdom. 


Why can’t a church see that they might simply be a base of operation and training for establishing other churches and ministries? It is because many churches do not have clear vision of their function. They were established by tradition: open the doors, preach weekly, and keep the flock penned in. This is not the purpose of any church. It is to make disciples. Disciples must be sent out. They are no good in the church house being preached to.

Paul knew that if he stayed in one place the gospel would never spread. As a matter of fact the early church stayed close to Jerusalem and because of persecution it was forced to spread and it did like wild fire. If we know that we have done a good job teaching, training and disciplining the flock then they should be no fear when the time of release comes. 


It is all about the harvest. It is all about the lost. Ministry is a number business, how many are going to hell and how many are going to heaven. We want to reduce the number of those going to hell.  


When a church begins to burst at the seams it should be a hint that it is time not to expand the building but to establish another sheep pen. The Muslins are expanding and we are busy trying to reduce our numbers and destroy the efforts of others. Islam is growing by number because there are producing more by birth rate and establishment of more mosques. The church is reducing its number by birth rate, by failure to soul-win, and not supporting others in their efforts. 


Release the flock with your blessings. If they succeed be happy for them. If they are struggling give them a hand, it is not your kingdom they are building, it is God’s. Offer your mentorship, financial support; offer them the use of your space when you are closed five days out of the week. Who says church has to be on Sundays and Wednesday nights. Mosques are open and in operation seven days a week for five prayers a day. People will go where the doors are opened. When a person is hurting and in need, it does not matter to them where help comes from. 

The greatest fear of a minister is to have his congregation leave and go to another congregation. They are afraid they will talk badly about them. Yet, so much church hopping is going on that it really doesn’t matter. Everyone has been there and done them all already. There is really nothing left to tell. We are all bored with each other. We are tired of the same meal week after week. 


It is time to take it to the streets. It is time to go ye therefore. It is time to heed the call. It is time to do a new thing. Get out of the fish bowl and launch out to sea. If you have done your job in teaching your flock, then do not be afraid to release them to God so that the greater work can be accomplished. Stop saying that they are not ready to be released!  If God waited until we were ready His kingdom would never be built. Neither were we when we started. We all made mistakes. So gird up yourself and go offer help to that young minister or that couple or person trying to do a thing for the Lord. Stop judging them for trying. Stop anticipating failure.  


I remember when the church bells use to toll for Sunday worship, deaths, and disasters. Now we do not even know there is a church in the neighborhood except the parking lots are filled on Sundays only. Yet mosques are crying out loud in many American communities when it is time for their daily prayer. We need to tell congregations to be fruitful and multiply. We need to tell them to go out and reproduce new flocks. We had better wake up, soon we will be overwhelmed by the Muslim cleric’s daily call to prayer and we will be let to wonder for whom the bells did toll. They should never be fear in kingdom building. 
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