Obamamania

What is happening in the world? Something is sweeping throughout the United States and it seems to be captivating the attention of the world as well. I call it Obamamania. It’s strange to me when people have this kind of effect on others and those people really can’t give you a define answer for why they believe in that person, something is wrong.
            I received a call yesterday from a young lady conducting a survey about the election. Her first question to me was who I was voting for. I told her it was none of her business. “When that curtain is pulled and I stand alone behind it, I decide who I vote for; I cast my vote in privacy because it is between me and my conscience. “  The oddity about the conversation was that the young woman seemed so void of emotion. It was like she couldn’t reason for herself. She is along for the ride but she is so unaware of what the ride is all about. Why did I have to tell her that her scripted questions were wrong? 
            A young man came to my house just this week working on the Obama campaign. The strange thing about it, he wasn’t even from my area. He was from California working the campaign in my hometown two states over from his hometown, I thought of the young men and women that often showed up at my door trying to sell me spot removers. They moved from town to town, lived in motels, and always had a problem with having enough to eat. A van would drop them off and pick them up in a few hours once they have hit all the houses in a community. It was the same with the college kids selling magazines and such. Can’t you find someone in my community?  
            I ask people what it is they think Obama will do for them and all I hear is the same answers. He will get us more jobs, put more money into our pockets and get us out debt. WOW! It is like he has the magic bullet. Most don’t seem to care about his impact on the rest of the world. Give me a house, get me out of debt and put some money in my pocket and we will all just get along. 
I can’t log in anywhere on the internet without having an Obama ad pop-up. MySpace, Facebook, MSN, all my searches are certain to have an Obama add linked to it. It is getting so that I feel like there is this passé movie theater subliminal message going on.  It is even on the TV channel list. When you scroll looking for something to watch there is his channel 73. You can’t get a way from it. 
            Look, I just want to think for myself. I just want to know the facts and vote my own conscience that was not manipulated into voting for someone because I have become desensitized to the other man. I don’t want to order popcorn and coke because the idea has been subliminally planted in my mind. I want someone to tell me why they are voting for this man without them sounding dazed or them becoming belligerent. And I don’t want to hear that he is black, popular, have a lot of backing from the people because that really wouldn’t be decided until Election Day. As a matter of fact the young man who came to my door told me that the people want Obama as President but I had to remind him that we wouldn’t know what the people want until they cast their vote on November 4th. 
            Am I wrong or do we still get to cast our vote on Election Day? Perhaps the outcome of this election has already been decided. Perhaps we are all just going through the motions. Perhaps it is true what they say about the Illuminate and the Bilderberg Group, they have already decided for us. Well, I don’t want anyone deciding for me. This is still America and I want my vote to count no matter who I am voting for. 
            Something is wrong in the world and no one seems to care that something strange is happen – unprecedented. Here is a young senator who hardly had anytime in office and has been catapulted onto the presidential scene. This man came out of nowhere with little to offer and all of a sudden America and the world is watching him like he is the most charismatic person to hit the airwaves. As poor as he claimed to be, having received the best education America can offer, it would appear that his future has been guided by some unknown force – issues arising about his birth certificate and where he was really born, Kenya or Oahu. Is he Christian or Muslim? Brought up during his formative years in Indonesia in the Far East!  Indoctrinated at the extremes of both the Muslim faith and Christianity! Parentage of mixed breeding and influences – white, black, Asian; influences of Muslim, Christian, lower and upper class, and an educational background that truly might be less American than we think.
            He attributes all this to good fortune – perhaps it might have just been strategic grooming. What is so uniquely different about Obama from other black or white candidates? He came out of nowhere. You say it is the American dream?  I don’t know about that. We can look back at other candidates and we know where they views came from, their money, and influences. We at least know what their agenda is. I worry about someone who knows more about the other candidate’s views than his own. Isn’t it interesting that his only real issue for running is the economy and then we experience a literal meltdown on Wall Street? Now I hear on BBC that the world is in for a recession. I have friends overseas that are glued to their televisions to hear the debates and to see how America is going to vote. Most countries are more concerned about what is happening on the American political scene than they are about their own country.
            I agree, America need a change but at what price? Too much too soon is happening and no one seems able to see the big picture. They say by February we will have to make an adjustment to our television if we want to see what everyone else is seeing. I heard that those places where the new change has already been in effect they only have access to one channel. I am sorry, but I want to choose what I watch. I want to be able to flip the channel when the news commentators come on after a debate and try to tell me or interpret for me what I saw and hear. I can think for my own self. I want to do my own analysis and I want to come to my own decision. Just the facts please! My vote will not be decided for me by subliminal inputs or by so-called political experts. If they are such experts why not just give them a crystal ball and have them prophecy for us at will. 
            My point is this; whoever we vote for should be our own choice. It should be without manipulation and over exposure to a subliminal message. I don’t want to see Obama and his picture perfect family on every webpage I log on to. So this is the 21st century you say! I often hear, if it is too good to be true it probably isn’t. Who is yanking your chain? If he has this effect as a candidate what kind will he have as the president? I am sorry, but I like the idea that humans are fallible. “To err is human.” Just be cognizant of what is human and what is not. I could tell you what I really think, but heck, you can all think for yourselves. Just step back for a minute and question something. Most of you question authority so why not question this too. 
Charisma: A rare personal quality attributed to leaders who arouse fervent popular devotion and enthusiasm. The power or quality of attracting: allure, allurement, appeal, attraction, attractiveness, call, charm, draw, enchantment, enticement, fascination, glamour, lure, magnetism, witchery. The charismatic leader exercises power through a certain quality whereby he or she is set apart from ordinary people, and becomes irrationally treated as almost superhuman. Charismatic leadership arises only at periods or places where traditional norms of reason and forms of authority are weak, and the leader fills the vacuum. Charisma is often used to describe an (elusive, even undefinable) personality trait that often includes the seemingly 'supernatural' or uncanny ability to lead, charm, persuade, inspire, and/or influence people. It refers especially to a quality in certain people who easily draw the attention and admiration of others due to a 'magnetic' quality of personality and/or appearance. Despite the strong emotions they so often induce in others, charismatic individuals generally project unusual calmness, confidence, assertiveness, dominance, authenticity, and focus, and almost always possess superb communication and/or oratorical skills. 
So, does he have charisma or is he qualified or both? If he has both, which aspect is dominant? Can you just pull yourself away from the charisma and think? 
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