Overcoming

Since coming to Israel I have experienced many moments of profound change. I find that I am not only an overcomer but I am capable of absorbing much more than I though I could. It is one thing when you realize that you can take the licks life brings in ordinary circumstances, but when things are truly out of your control and you can still take a licking and keep on ticking then overcoming becomes quite extraordinary.  

It is one thing to try to live up to the standard that Yeshua has set for us, yet another thing when God reaches down and takes you on as a personal project. This is not to say He does not do this with each of us, but I think there are times when there really is only a work that He can do without other interventions. 

In your secret place, when you allow Him to come in, He will meet you there in a way you do not expect. It is in this secret placce where He meets you face-to-face and exposes you to all your secret ways. You think in part that it is you who have allowed Him in, but time will reveal that He is the one that leadeth. 

 In other words, he leads us beside the path of righteousness, not the other way around where we might think for a moment that we arrived there on our own accord. It is here by this path that He shows us the mirror that truly reflects the intents, weaknesses and frailty of out thinking and our hearts. Now we can see clearly and it is not what we are thinking of our selves but what He knows about us.

He takes our strengths and reveals them to us and in so doing we realize that without Him even our strengths are weaknesses. He undresses us in the secret places of our being and the image we look upon in the mirror of our heart is nearly never what we thought we are like. But this is His way because we are in His image and it is after all His image that He is trying to extract from within us. The flesh must die. 

  When I thought my greatest area was my capacity to love, He tried me on that basis and injury to that area revealed how weak I truly am. Then he said, “Joy, do you love me, feed my sheep.” I said, “Lord I cannot, your sheep have injured me.” Then he said, Joy, feed my sheep.” I said again, “No Lord, your sheep have robbed me of my peace.” Then he said, Joy, feed my sheep, and again I responded, “No Lord, I cannot.” So He spoke to me again because it is His nature never to give up even when we have long given up. He spoke to me again and said, “He that overcometh will I…” What He wills to do for us is what He is after. What He wills to do in us is what He is after. Who He wills to be in us is what He is after. 

So, he asks again, “Joy, feed my sheep,” and the answer was, “Yes Lord, as you feed me, I will also feed your sheep.” We can only feed from this place of who we are in Him and what He is in us. What I think myself to be must be broken off of me so that He can be, through me, to others a light that shines in the darkness. I came to Israel to provoke the house of Israel to jealousy, but instead He provoked me to truth. 

I have learned that that which is not received of Him is returned to Him as He cannot be diminished and nothing will return to Him void. I have also learned that to make a stand means that all hindrances must be removed and in order for them to be removed, we must come face-to-face with the ver statement of Job’s wife, “…Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die,” Job 2:9. It is from this place that one can say for certain, “…Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips,” Job 2:10. Now we can feed His sheep.

I have come face-to-face with many issues in my life that were a stumbling block for me that I did not really realize until I came to Israel. I have encountered the God of Israel in a personal way not far from the place where Jonah boarded his boat for Tarshish, the same location where Peter had his vision on the roof top, and where also Solomon received his shipments of cedar for the building of the temple. So what I see is that this is a place where you cannot run from God, a place where you will see visions, and a place if you allow God to, He will build His temple in you. 

When He begins the process you will want to run, but if you tarry long enough you will begin to see His vision for who he wants you to be, and if you learn to stand fast and don’t curse Him and hope to die, you will also receive into your heart cedars that will frame your inner holy of holies that not even a Jew or a Gentile can shake, nor a believer or unbeliever can tumble. You will find that by the end of your journey in the Promised Land, you have overcome.
If you have a hankering to come to Israel and provoke Israel to jealousy, I hope you will come with an expectation of being provoked in your heart as well. This land is not just for the Jews, it is for us as well. Come and gleam, take your fill of this promise and like the Moabite, Ruth, you too will find that you have come in the midst of the harvest, God’s for your heart, and Israel’s, for their salvation.
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