Shame on Us!

How many of our churches today can be found standing at the gates of prisons waiting for the release of the day’s harvest? Furthermore, how many are waiting at the doors of mental institutions, or standing on the corner of Red Light districts, waiting for the day’s catch? Why are churches filled to capacity with prosperity believers while the treasures of the kingdom are passing through the revolving doors of our institutions?


Jesus is returning for a church without spot or wrinkle, so we have presumed that that means we are not to soil our hands with the sinners of the world. Shame on us! We are spotless by our pride not because of our virtue. Too soon we will discover that those harvested in these latter times will be the true workers in the fields. The so called respectable church will be caught off guard gleaming from someone else’s church. 


Pristine believers who have been lulled into complacency will awake to a shock as the Messiah breaks through the clouds. The fruitlessness of their walk will be apparent and they will appear naked before the Messiah.  


Shame on us when the prison doors open and the buses from our bus ministries are not there to rescue the perishing. Shame on us! We abort apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers outside prison walls. Living stones, living testimonies will rise up who “overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.” (Revelation 12:11a)  

God will “give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations.” (Isaiah 61:3-4) Imagine that!

Jesus conveys in the Beatitudes that the destitute and lowly of this world will receive a great reward in heaven. Jesus is speaking about those that we overlook for the kingdom. (See Matthew 5:3,4,5)
Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven – Emotionally and mentally scared, those traumatized, abused, neglected, and discarded.  
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted – Widows and orphans.

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth – The voiceless outcast, those stigmatized, rejected, and debased.


God can and will make their latter house greater than their former. (Haggai 2:9) While the sanitized church enjoys the present glory, these others will partake of the latter and greater part. Shame on us! God calls us to be fisher of men. He calls us to go ye therefore to the utmost parts of the world. We are commanded to go after the lost, sinful and perishing world. It is dirty work, but the righteousness of Christ is able to keep us without spot or wrinkles. 

There is a great outpouring of the Spirit of God in the prisons today unlike what is happening in the churches. People are tired of their lives being in shambles. They are waiting for us to come and preach deliverance. As captive audiences, they will hear and respond. We are not the only ones looking for hope of a better life. They, more than us; for them, they are already on the bottom trying to get up. 


They are waiting for us to come in and set them free. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 1017) They must hear the word. “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? (Romans 10:13-14)

The day that church buses show up at prisons to pick up the released, the harvest will be released to us. When we place our resources in the field, when we put the word of God into action, repentance will be followed by revival. One day these individuals will shame us into living by the word of God. They will come into our sanctuaries and ask us why we did not come. They will put us to open shame. We are church hopping while they are church hoping. 


Let us break out of our comfort zones and go ye therefore. Try doing what one pastor did this weekend. He placed a note on the church doors which stated, “We are closed as we are going to prison.” Needless to say, His congregation was with him in prison for the weekend. They “proclaimed liberty to the captives.” Translation, they went fishing. When was the last time your church went fishing? Someone said, “The milk is in the word, but the meat is in the street.” We need to get off our bottles and eat some meat.  Most churches is like that commercial, “Where is the beef?” Shame on us!
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