Taking the initiative

What does it mean to take the initiative? It means you are to seek out every opportunity available to you to introduce someone to the Lord Yeshua. You have to be discerning and able to recognize when the moment is ripe to pluck the fruit from the tree.

Take for example losing an opportunity to share the gospel because you are apprehensive in approaching someone. Perhaps they might appear busy or engrossed in some major undertaking. In actuality, that person might have been in a quandary trying to resolve a life crisis, feeling all alone and helpless. Sometimes our trials can make us look frantically busy to the onlooker or overwhelmingly preoccupied when in fact we are near the point of drawing our last breath. 

 
Taking the initiative might gain you a rude stare or annoyed response, but when you are on target spiritually about what is really the root of that person’s dilemma you can make the world of difference. This is the time when the Spirit is drawing near to that individual in such a way that their spirit man would buckle at the very thought of “hope to the rescue.”

Taking the initiative is easy and becomes a part of your spiritual tool set when you have practice being in the presence of the Son, when you have spent the time necessary to walk the walk, and when you have applied the balm of hope each time there has been a need. This is how you hone your spiritual appetite to take the initiative. You will take a big bite each time the plate is presented to you and so you are apt to break bread with another.

This is exactly what initiative is. It is breaking bread with someone who is spiritually hungry and destitute. It is recognizing when a person hungers but not for physical sustenance. It is like looking at the desert and seeing that the ground is barren and dry so you make haste to pray in the downpour that will once again cause it to flourish and bring forth life. 


Initiative on your part cannot stand alone. It must also provoke something in someone else. As you take the initiative and move as the Spirit gives you utterance, then having activated the Spirit to participate with you, the results will be phenomenal.  


During the first official Trumpet of Salvation outreach of the year, I had the opportunity to go out two-by-two with M. We arrived at the artists’ market in Tel Aviv. I thought we would simply hand out tracts and books with nothing really unusual or spectacular happening. Lo and behold, M turned to me and said, “Joy, let’s go over there to the lady on the bench and talk to her.” M discerned something that my apprehension and nervousness did not allow me to see. She took the initiative and called it like she saw it. I know now that M was seeing through eyes that were guided by an unseen presence.

We weaved our way through the crowd of people who had come out to mingle and shop. This lone woman sat on a single seat at the forefront of the shuk. She sat quietly smoking her cigarette, oblivious it seemed to me, to what was going on around her. She was at a point of unity by divine appointment. How could I have known? I was a bit preoccupied with the soreness in my knee and though my heart desired fruits, I was looking only to break up a bit of fallow ground.


M began to speak to this lady in Hebrew and I stood looking on. She turned to me and told me to go ahead and give her the survey form as she had agreed to fill it out. It was rather difficult for her to write her responses as her left arm was a bit frail, she had broken it a few months ago. The wind did not help much as it kept blowing the form out of her hand. Then suddenly Magdalene did something quite prophetic. How could we have known that it would be the thing to turn the tide in Yeshua’s favor? 

M sat on the ground in front of this woman. She began to speak to her quite comfortably in Hebrew and now and again she would interpret for me or ask me to give an answer to the woman’s questions.  This wonderful woman whose name means “light,” allowed us to sit with her. The pain in my knee was so discomforting that I finally made it to the ground and once there, neither one of us moved until the triumphant end.


Initiative is a powerful thing when acted upon. This one lone woman was our sole encounter for the day, but the fruit was oh so sweet. I watched her change her secular answers to spiritual answers as we spoke to her and the Holy Spirit moved in her. I watched M glow with the peace of Yeshua as she spoke and translated for me. This woman spoke Hebrew but understood English quite well. 


Initiative in a moment in time transformed this woman from not believing in Elohim to believing in Him because she discovered that the Creator of the universe loved His creation, women. Until that day, she thought that women were looked down upon and were not mentioned in the Tenach. Do you know what it is like to see the lights go on in a dark room when that room is clothed with flesh and blood?  It was obvious she had not read the Tenach for herself where she would have discovered the names of mighty women and their stories recorded so that at that moment her heart would be changed. 

Whatever your thoughts are, I can tell you without a shadow of doubt, God ensured that such women as Sarah and Miriam were recorded for that woman at that time. It wasn’t that she did not believe in God, it was that she did not trust Him. And there we were, sitting at her feet telling her that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was our God, her God, a loving God and Yeshua is His beloved Son. We sat at her feet for more than an hour, we sat, two gentile believers, telling this Jewish woman about the love of God.


Do you see what initiative will do? It causes you to act on spiritual instinct, and to move into physical position, at the feet of God’s chosen. Initiative is not only in speaking but in doing. This is not the entire story but our conversation came to the point where she said that religious Jews say that the gentiles would serve the Jews. We sat at her feet serving her the love of Yeshua. So be it! “We are His servants.” Initiative must bring you to the feet of someone if you are to make a difference. It does not matter if you sit, stand or walk. 
At the end, this “light” of Israel changed three of her answers in favor of Yeshua and she received the knowledge we shared with her. The veil has been removed, access has been realized. “And when in the heart of a Jew Yeshua reigns, peace to the city He brings.” Tel Aviv is more at peace than when I first came. 

Learn to take the initiative and when you are not able to take initiative on your own, do not hinder someone else’s initiative but move on theirs. I was moved, I am moving, how about you? Trumpet of Salvation has taken the initiative to invite you to come to this land and the house of Israel to provoke this people to jealousy. Come, sit, stand or walk - just come!
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