The Art of Forgiveness
Psalm 130:4 

    But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared. 

Much has been written on forgiveness, why forgive, how to forgive and even what can happen if you don’t forgive etc. There is an element of forgiveness that I think is often overlooked. For some time I felt that forgiveness was all about the person who was injured because it frees them to continue on the journey of life without the excess baggage. Even some proponents of un-forgiven sins are saying that cancer is a result of some kind of un-forgiveness. This is absolutely ludicrous. To make anyone think for one moment that the reason they have cancer is because of un-forgiven sin is to say that God is not equal.

Yes, forgiveness is for the person injured so they can heal and move on. It is also for the person who has done the injury so that they can develop empathy and be shown mercy where they have been less than merciful. It is also for that person who has injured to be more than anything else be forgiven by Yahweh. Yes, to be forgiven by Yahweh. 

Matthew 6:14-15 

    For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
Jesus tells us that as we forgive others their trespasses that our heavenly Father will also forgive us. So forgiveness is a two-way street. Matthew 7:2 states, “For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. “ In essence what is being stated is that we have the ability to alter the course of judgment for ourselves and for others. If I forgive the party who has injured me I have blotted out that trespass that person has committed therefore in the judgment there is not that occasion for him/her to be accused and judged. Likewise it is the same for me when I forgive as I would have exercise a power given to each of us by the Holy Spirit to forgive or remit sins.

John 20:23 

    Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

There is nothing more powerful than this that any human can do for another human, one is to lead them to salvation and the other is to remit their sins. If I remit the sin of another there is nothing therefore for them to be held in judgment for. Yahweh extends grace to us and He has offered us a means of extending grace to others. I have thought long and hard about the act of forgiveness and have been less than satisfied with what I have read about the issue. I am finally at a conclusion that forgiveness gives me absolute power over the lives of my fellow humans. It is the power to be merciful and fulfill the law as Christ Himself has fulfilled it on all our behalf. 
Jesus met the requirement of the law that says when we sin we come under the penalty of death. Jesus because that penalty, giving His life on our behalf as a propitiation before Yahweh so that we can come boldly before the throne of grace and obtain mercy. We also can meet that requirement on behalf of others when we forgive them so in the judgment the penalty is been dismissed because in forgiveness there is now an absence of guilt, wrong doing or fault.

This is exactly what Jesus did for us. He gave a guilty world the ability to stand innocent before a holy God because His blood washes our sin/guilt away. This is what we have inherited from this finished work on the cross. We are now able to wash away that stain of sin from the lives of others if we exercise our ability to utterly forgive. When we do forgive we also have the benefit of feeling a sense of being blameless. 
Even when a person has not been at fault in a culpable situation, they feel guilty and that is because they might bear within their spirit anger or bad feelings toward the culpable person. Yes, one might feel depressed or angry and maybe even stress to the point of making them a bit off centered but to say that they can develop cancer because of it is utterly fantastic. When they make the decision to forgive they have the joy of feeling a sense of peace and closure. I believe it is because there have extended themselves into a realm outside of our human reality. 
Matthew 7:1 

    Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

Luke 6:37 

    Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 

You see, when we do not forgive we have rendered judgment and as we judge so shall we be judged. If un-forgiveness brings on cancer then we must say that there is no judgment in the end because that person has already been judged with the penalty of cancer then we lie and say that Yahweh is not equal. Our we say it is double jeopardy and yet Yahweh is unequal.
Ezekiel 18:29 

    Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal? 


Yahweh is indeed equal, even Solomon says there is a time for everything. The time for correction is now but the time for judgment is yet to come. Now is the time for man to extend mercy and grace by means of forgiveness so even his worst enemy can obtain mercy and forgiveness. Yes, the same measure that Yahweh meted out to us He has allowed us the same measure that we too can mete out to others. Romans 5:8 states this so clearly, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  While others have sinned toward us is the time for us to extend forgiveness. When else does a person need forgiveness – when they have offended!


Forgiveness is about you moving on but more than that it is about extending mercy where you also will need mercy extended to you. Does forgiveness mean that the offender gets off Scott free? Let me see. I sinned against the Father and Jesus died in my place – yeah, I got off Scott free. Believe me; I do not want to be the one to measure the extent of forgiveness. The greatest sin we commit is against Yahweh and if He can forgive us surely we can forgive those who have ever so slightly offended us. Please, don’t apply gradations of sins to forgiveness. Whatever measure you mete out in gradation shall also be meted out to you. Justice has nothing to do with forgiveness but mercy has everything to do with it. 
2 Cor. 2:10-11 

    [10] To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ; [11] Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices. 
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