The Biblical Truth About Prosperity

3 John 1:2 

    Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. 

This verse has been used out of context to purport a doctrine called prosperity gospel. It purports that it is Yahweh’s desire that believers obtain earthly wealth. This is the only verse in the New Testament that uses the word prosper. The word was translated into English from the Greek word euodoo, yoo-od-o'-o; from a compound of Greek 2095 (eu) and Greek 3598 (hodos); to help on the road, i.e. (passive) succeed in reaching; figurative to succeed in business affairs :- (have a) prosper (-ous journey).
Clearly this word is not purporting that believers are to attain wealth and material possessions by no means. It is clear that the word means by all intent and purposes convey success along the journey toward the mark of the high calling of Yahweh. That would ultimately be success in reaching the goal, attaining the prize and arriving at the final destination of inheritance for the saints – heaven, eternity in paradise with God.

It is this simple. Even as we read this word in the Old Testament it stays true to the Greek meaning or rather the Greek meaning stays true to the original Hebrew meaning of the word. It conveys a pushing forward rather than a moving backward. One can only meet success if they continue to press into the way.

It is ludicrous for anyone to build a doctrine on one verse in the New Testament, nay, one word. Proponents of the prosperity gospel have done nothing more than to bankrupt the lives of the members of their congregations. They use their own greed for possessions to compel others to give to their cause – seed into their ministry – because they too will receive a blessing and prosper. 

Such a doctrine goes against what Jesus Himself declared in Luke 18:22 “Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.” Jesus declared that true wealth is obtained by giving away all you have not by amassing wealth on the earth and our true reward comes when we arrive in heaven.
Look further at what He said in Luke 12:48 “But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.” If indeed much has been given to man whether it be wealth or some great thing then he is obligated to do much with it rather than to hoard it for personal use. On the other hand, when men have given much to a cause or a man, Jesus says they have a right to ask the more from that man because they have bestowed to him what he has and without them that man would not have obtained that which he has.

Look at what the wisest of men King Solomon stated. Eccles. 6:2 “A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease.” There are those who have been blessed by Yahweh with great wealth yet they are not satisfied with what they have because of their greed. To such people God has not given them the power to enjoy it. “A fool and his money are soon parted” and surely he cannot take it to the grave with him. It is folly. Even more than folly the bible says it is an “evil disease.” Yeah, an evil disease! This is what the proponents of prosperity gospel are clamoring for; to become infected with an evil disease. 
Matthew 6:33 “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” This is the biblical way to prosper.
Luke 12:15 “And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” It cannot be said better than these words spoken by Jesus. He is not expecting us to do less than He did. 
Philip. 2:5-8 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” It is time we the saints of Yahweh take upon ourselves the form of a servant and make for ourselves no reputation. We can only do this when we humble ourselves and be contented in whatsoever station God has placed us in life. If we are fortunate through hard work and cleaver abilities to acquire wealth, clearly we have a mandate that much is required of us concerning that wealth. 
I understand the way the verse states in 3 John 1:2 that we “prosper and be in good health.”  Some prosper but because of their greed and covetousness they lack good health because their next concern is how to hold on to their newly acquired wealth. Eventually they end up spending their entire hoard in medical expenses. I believe that the true meaning of this verse is telling us to hold fast to the path and we shall arrive at our heavenly destination and if our intent in our heart is right we will have good health to boot.   

These verses do not imply that a believer should not pursue financial success because God is the giver of all things good. Financial success should not be our motivation but rather our motivation should be to see the kingdom work accomplish and therefore success in wealth should be to acquire the needed resources to ensure the work is done is acceptable. One must have good business ethics. We must deal fairly with all men and not seek to manipulate or rob or subvert the things of others so we can get ours.
Leviticus 19:36 “Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am the Lord your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt.” God is saying here that we must deal justly with others especially when in managing business affairs. 

Does this mean that we are to stay poor if we are poor or gain more wealth when we have enough? No, it means that if you are poor you are to work and be diligent in gaining what is needed to sustain a good life. We are not to be idle but to be like the ant in Proverbs 6:6-11 “Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man.” 

See also, 2 Thessalonians 3:10 “For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.” For the widows, fatherless, Levites and strangers in the land Yahweh makes provision of the tithe so they can eat. If we follow His commandment that need toward them will be met. Even more compelling is the account of the virtuous woman in Proverbs 31. She is a wise industrious woman and what she acquires also helps the poor and as noted in Proverbs 31:20 “She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.” This is true inthelife of Job who gave to the poor and needy out of all his wealth.
All our gains should be for the kingdom glory and anything short of that is folly. 3 John 1:2 states, “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” As your soul prosper and you press into the high calling of God you will be in good health. That is it in a nut shell. Truth comes to the soul that prospers and as that soul prospers spiritually it will keep reaching for the prize and that soul experience good health. 


Since taking on this journey of doing the works of the kingdom I have not had health insurance yet I have never been healthier. I have all that is needed and when what I think I need is not there at the time I think I need it, Yahweh shows me how dependable He is at the right time. In His timing He has released recourses and enough so no man can take credit for His good deeds.  There have been times when I was desperate for funds to meet a need and I wonder as to why the finances had not been released to me. I later came to realize that from where I had anticipated the funds coming there were some issues of how the funds were acquired by the source. I was happy things did not materialize. There were also times that the delay gave me the opportunity to see a so call brother or sister stealing from the little that had already been released to them for a designated purpose and more funds been released to them the bulk would have be pilferage. I am grateful indeed that Yahweh’s timing is better than my timing. Mere pennies have been lost but the 99% has reached its destination. 

Some situations are about teaching us how to wisely manage what Yahweh has and will release to us. If we cannot safeguard the one talent how can we expect to be entrusted with the five or the ten? We must first take responsibility and be accountable for what we already have in our possession and realize that less is often best. When I was employed I earned a considerable salary but yet I could not afford to travel abroad on a vacation. I have literally given away all I have and have been unemployed since being in ministry full time and I have been to 26 countries and some 2 and 3 times each. Everything I do is from my own personal finances. I know I am prospering in the way and yes, I am in good health.
I pray that you will prosper and be in good health. 
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