The signs of the times

The smaller the world gets the more cruel it seems or rather one realize how wide spread hatred is on the face of the earth. When the world is grand and it takes time to navigate it there is an unexpectedness of cruelty. Perhaps we expect uncivilized but often not incivility or down right evil. It catches one by surprise to have their sense of adventure and expectation of newness shattered by the unexpected harshness of a different breed of ugliness and evil. 

Each nation I enter brings its own measure and degree of ugliness. It comes in many forms. Most nations have a thing about weight and they can indeed inflict cruelty in their way of expressing what they call someone’s lack of self control. Another nation might reflect their lack of incivility by being crude about clothing, wealth, ethnicity, behavior etc. If it isn’t one thing someone will find another. I find myself saying within, why bother to explain, respond or acknowledge the things being maligned. If it wasn’t that thing then it will certainly be the most unexpected thing. It use to be people were exotic because it took so long to reach them and now because we have instant contact and rubbing of shoulders more closely the exotic peculiar ways of a people have now become intolerable and crude.

I have to remind myself often where I am. I have to tell myself that as the world grows smaller in my view the commonality that is throughout the human race is more apparent and that is all. It goes all the way back to Adam and his bloodline passed on throughout the annuals of human existence.  The tent pegs have moved but the tents have not gotten any larger. What happened at Babel to separate us only showed us our true self in bite size pieces. Now that the world is getting smaller we can see the extent of our fallen nature. The sins of one nation can be a small thing but the sins of the entire world can be enormous to the point of detaching one’s self from the human race. 

It is overwhelming to see how extensive our fallen condition is. When I put the sum of what I see in one basket it is more than a rude awakening. I must look at this in the way our Father might see it. It has taken us so many millenniums to come back together as one race to realize how evil we really are. Globally it is hideous. To deal with the cruelty of one nation is not traumatic depending on the extent of the evil done. This is not implying that one evil is greater than another in the sight of God. It is merely to say that as human beings we think in terms of degrees of evil because our psyche can’t manage the truth about who we are as a race. To imagine the Hitlers of this world or the Jeffery Dahmers or Mao Tse Tungs is too much for any human to imagine - that we are indeed capable of such deeds as these men have done. One at a time is manageable as not to throw our psyche into a dive, but to consider that sum of them at any given time is sheer horror to our souls. 

I have seen cruelty from every angle: men to men, men to women, women to men, men and women to children, to animals, against races, gender, religions, tribes, languages, skin color, developmentally, economically, socially, physically, and yes spiritually in every aspect. We are indeed a sinful species. What man has proposed in his heart and mind I am certain he has perpetrated on every aspect of creation. We have said it and done it all. Nothing new under the sun is what Solomon said. Perhaps the newness is merely in the method. We have some that are nominal at cruelty and others that are extreme at it. And the reasons for cruelty are outrageous and absurd. We often hear justification for cruelty sum up in these old adages, “The lesser of the two evils or the survival of the fittest.   

There is one simple fact we humans ignore. There is simply no excuse for cruelty. There is a reason why we act out the way we do and that is because of sin but surely there is no excuse for what we do. There is to be no excuse because we were not designed to live in this condition. We were created with a purpose and that is to fellowship with our creator. That was our purpose but instead we disobeyed a simple command that bid us not to partake of a certain tree and we did. This is not an excuse why we do what we do it is the reason why we do what we do. Why is this important? It is because the smaller our world becomes the worst it will be because each nation or group of peoples will bring to the table not only their good but their bad. Now imagine this state of badness being unified. Do you remember what happened at the Tower of Babel? The sum of all men wanted to reach heaven to pull God down from His throne. That really is the sum of things. 


When humanity again comes together as one, and we will under one leader whom the Bible refers to as the anti-Christ, we will again try to pull down God from His throne. This time we will not try to climb up but rather make that which is most representative of His presence an abominable thing.  Daniel calls this act the abomination that causes desolation. Yes, and next time God will not confound our language. As I travel the globe I am keenly aware of the fact that most of the world speaks English.  Within a matter of half a day on the fastest jet you can probably arrive on the other side of the world. We are no longer separated by language or distance. So what stills separates us. Culture, tradition, economics! These barriers are coming down more and more everyday. So are we moving closer toward a one world government? Yes! 

Everywhere I travel to I see more and more how things are. I am getting a clear picture of how things are coming together. Those people who do not have the opportunity to see the world up close and personal will indeed wonder what happen when “sudden destruction” hits. It will be sudden because they will not see it coming. The earth is shaking and rumblings can be heard if you are keen to go and see. Truly, we are all alike no matter how different we are ethnically. We all have the same issues and concerns and we all have an ingrain tendency to react and respond the same way but in a different language and culturally we are all doing exactly the same thing – perpetrating on each other. 


Every nation I have visited I have been called by some hideous name, pushed around, confronted with meanness and cruelty by believers and unbelievers alike. It is most difficult to tell the one from the other. Today there is no knowing except you ask and the answers can vary to a large degree. You can get a religious answer, traditional answer, rebuffed answer, disapproving answer, none of your business answer and so many more that it has become most difficult to share the gospel because what is a “Yes I am a believer” to some might be they’ve heard about Jesus and that is it. In some countries the excuse for rudeness is “this is just the way we are” mentality a take us or leave us attitude. Some people would tell you “We are just straightforward that way.” There are more excuses for rudeness and hatred that it is almost acceptable as the norm for acting ugly. Yes, I am ashamed to say there have been a few times I have responded on the not so nice note. It is unfortunate but at times I too come up with those silly excuses like, “they deserved it.” This is how it is. So I realize that when you are this up close it does become personal. 

Where am I going with this? I just wanted to say for those of you who are not moving about in the world that you must be aware. Things are changing faster than you think or know. Things are definitely not peachy keen. The worst of man is creeping in and the truth is there are cracks everywhere. To many cracks to try to put a fix on them. The world is spiraling out of control but no one is watching from close to see except the newbie. The old travelers are so nominal that they notice so little. They can tell you what it used to be like but they really can’t put their hands on the problem because they minds have been tainted. It is not enough to know what has changed; you have to notice the common changes that are moving everything together back as one. We know how Babel changed the world but do we know what is changing it back? Do we see the subtle changes? They are so subtle and so alike that you will miss it. 

We do not want to admit that everyone is doing the same things because if we admit that we must resolve in our own selves that they is nothing unique about us as a people group or a nation. Sin has no cultural divides that is why God had to divide us on basis of language. He had to break down the communication oneness and now the language barrier is coming down and we are reverting to the Nimrod code of ethics – I am my own master mentality. Without nations to conquer we will then seek to conquer the God of the Universe, again. It is anti-Christ because God indeed manifested Himself in the likeness of man as Jesus the Christ. So, we are moving back toward the tower of Babel and farther than we realize, back to “as it was in the days of Noah.” 


Do you see! We are coming full circle because at some point we must come face-to-face with how evil our hearts are?  It is not enough that we see how cruel we are to each other we must once and for all see how cruel we are toward our Maker. The signs of the times are upon us. Mind you, it is not just a secular change in things but a spiritual change as well. Everywhere I go I hear believers speaking all manners of doctrines that are so not the heart of God toward us. Each nation has its own spin on things and some of the spins are way out of orbit. Nations that have done hideous things are crying out for judgment to abate their misdeeds. Nations that have been blessed are filled with a sense of self indulgence in the word as though they are the catch all for interpretation of the word but no new revelation is coming forth from them. Nations that have suffered greatly can’t seem to think that god could possibly have any good intentions toward them and they are only trying to emulate some other nation in hopes that good fortune will fall on them. Nations that were once blessed have very little affinity for God. 


There is strangeness afoot in the earth. Something is happening but no one is really noticing or paying attention. Something is wrong, seriously wrong in the church house and in the house of nations. The earth feels to me like it is impregnated and the rumblings are the labor pangs. She is about to give birth and no one notices that she is pregnant. No one sees how dangerously close we are to the “sudden destruction” dilemma. You see the thing about sudden is just that, it is sudden, unexpected and unprepared for. Well, the signs of the times are definitely upon us and hardly few can tell. Yes, we hear people saying all the time that we are in the end times but it is more than just that. No one really knows what to expect and if they have some expectations I guarantee they expectations are far from what is really coming. 
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