1

The Spirit that Hinders

There are those individuals that call themselves ministers of God that do everything possible in their will to hinder God’s work because of jealousy. They keep the body from going out to soul win because they think that the souls won will be linked to those individuals and so they will start their own church. They believe allegiances will be formed that will put them out of the better business. These ministers are ministering and leading in fear. They fail to see that they reap the harvest as well so they operate under a spirit of hindrance. I do not mean to say that they have a spirit of hindrance; it is as I stated, and they have a spirit that hinders others. 1 Corinthians 9:9-10 states, “For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?  Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.”

The Entire body of Christ benefits when a Christian has been disciples to preach the gospel and to win souls. Yet many ministers are muzzling the mouths of the workers and will not release them to the harvest for fear of being uprooted or appearing as weak and not being able to control the flock. Some congregations are so controlled that members are not permitted to visit other churches or socialize with members from another body. Some can no longer speak to individuals who have left that church. They are humiliatingly disciplined for going against the minister. 


Soul-winning is no longer the great commission from Jesus to His followers; it is demanded and extricated by the minister as a feather in his cap as his congregation grows.  They fail to realize that it is all about Christ and not about self. It is all about the entire body and not just one individual.  It makes living the gospel most difficult for the believer whose passion is truly to see souls saved to the honor and glory of God. 


Then we have the other issue that once these individuals are saved they become prisoners to that congregation. They become like fish in an aquarium. They are just for show. They get feed once or twice a week, the tank is cleaned out ever so often when rebellion rears it ugly head. The tank is clean, the algae removed, the glass is given a spit shine, the filter replaced and the light positioned to shine in specific areas. Such spiritual aquariums will soon shatter as all houses that are made of glass will soon break when the right stone is thrown.  

People who are not gifted in a certain ministry are given positions that they are not anointed to carry out and so dissention falls. Individuals that do not walk the talk are elevated while those that have a passion for the work and a true calling are left to be infested with the enemy’s innuendos as to why they have been neglected. The spirit that hinders spreads like a ripple in the water. 


But this hindering spirit works both ways. Then we also have the congregations that break the spirit of good ministers because they are rebellious to sound doctrine. They are traditionalist, they faith was inherited with no apparent born again experience. They fathers and forefathers built the church and they have brought up their children there and so being ministered to have been viewed as a privilege to the pastor and not as necessity to the flock. The flock does not want the minister to soul-win as its growth may swing the vote of influence for control away form them. Many ministers have turned from the faith and as many of the flock because of the hindering spirit of some. 

1 Corinthian 9:16-19; 22-23 states, “For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.  What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more…To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.” No one is gaining because everyone wants to reign. 


Christ is no longer Lord in these congregations, He has become a relic. His words and His commandments have become tools to manipulate others. Paul states in 1 Corinthians 9:25, “And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.” Our focus have shifted from the things of Christ to personal gain, But Paul shows us the way out of this dilemma, “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway” 1 Corinthians 9:27. We must allow Christ to take preeminence in all that we do. Put Christ back on the throne of every endeavor and let Him reign. We must realize that what ever we attain in His name we will one day cast it all down before Him. Even the elders in heaven cast their crowns before the Lord. “The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created” Revelation 4:10-11.


So, “Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?” I Corinthians 9:7. Look how grand God is; He has made us partakers with Christ.  Paul also questioned the veracity of the believers in his time. They dealt with the same issues the church is faced with today. He was keenly aware of the power that would be unleashed in this new faith, Christianity, people taking advantage of others so he addressed the issue.  In 1 Corinthians 9:4-5 he states, “Have we not power to eat and to drink? Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?” This power is the same power that is being used in many congregations today. Paul had the power and rightly so, but here is what he choose to do with it. “If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ” I Corinthians 9:12. Paul chose not to hinder the gospel. We must also make that choice not to consciously or unconsciously hinder the gospel. 

· Breaking free we must begin to disciple the body so they can go out and freely win souls for Christ sake and His sake only. 
· We must allow the gifts of the spirit to operate after careful discipleship so that all the needs of the body may be met: healing, prophecy, teaching, preaching the gospel to the lost, etc. 
· We must break soul ties that are being formed like worshipping the minister rather than Christ, and enabling brothers and sister to depend on us rather than the Holy Spirit. 
· Allow gifted singers to sing and crooners to find their real gift. 
· Release funds to legitimate ministries and allow those called into a certain ministry to succeed.
· Encourage those that are rarely noticed for all their hard work. 
· Release members to subordinate groups for training without fear that those in such leadership positions will supplant you; after all they are not your body they belong to Christ. 
· Release your ministers to lead the flock. Received the taught word that will take you from under the manipulation of the enemy. 

· You can not set the captive free if you are captive yourself. 

· Stop rejecting the leadership God has brought to you. If you do not want to follow then stop advertising for a leader. 

· Unlock the church doors 24/7 so the lost can come in instead of going to shelters. 
· Seed into someone’s ministry in the congregation; support them financially, spiritually and with time and physical toil.

· Stop hindering the soul with the vision.

· If you do not have a vision for your life, ask God to give to one so you are not a hindrance to others. 


It is certain that the church can be exactly what Christ intends it to be. We know the church is made up of people but nonetheless, in Christ we are and can be everything He calls us to be. We need to examine ourselves to see if we are hindering others. Hindrance is also enabling. If you have enabled your pastor then stop. If you have enabled your congregation then stop. As for me, it is not my intent to be critical but to bolster the body and help take out of the pit we have dug for ourselves so we can move into the harvest. Do not let the process of becoming better stop us from being better than what we are. I speak life to you, walk in rightness one with another and we shall accomplish the impossible. What then shall hinder us? 
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