To Tithe or Not to Tithe
Deut. 14:22-29 

    [22] Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year. [23] And thou shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in the place which he shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God always. [24] And if the way be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the place be too far from thee, which the Lord thy God shall choose to set his name there, when the Lord thy God hath blessed thee: [25] Then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which the Lord thy God shall choose: [26] And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt eat there before the Lord thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thine household, [27] And the Levite that is within thy gates; thou shalt not forsake him; for he hath no part nor inheritance with thee. 

    [28] At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine increase the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates: [29] And the Levite, (because he hath no part nor inheritance with thee,) and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou doest. 
Tithing is not just something to do it comes with accountability. Too often I am asked about my opinion on tithing. It is difficulty to give a cut and dry answer about the issue because it is not that simple. One must first understand the background of tithing in order to make a decision for themselves on whether to tithe and how to go about it in a way that they can maintain accountability of their resources and still stay true to the principles of tithing. First, reread the verses above and get a picture of the practice of tithing and how and when and for what it was required.
When the children of Israel went into possess the Promised Land each tribe was given land except for Aaron’s sons, the priesthood. To them were given priestly cities to occupy and the people were told to give a 10% of all their income which was to go to feed the priest, their families, the strangers, the fatherless and the widows every three years. This 10% was from crops, oil, flocks, but if they lived to far to take all the goods then they could sell it and take the money instead to that appointed place where one can bring their tithes. According to Deuteronomy 12:17 “Thou mayest not eat within thy gates the tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of thy oil, or the firstlings of thy herds or of thy flock, nor any of thy vows which thou vowest, nor thy freewill offerings, or heave offering of thine hand:” So you can’t partake of it within your home but you can take it to a designated place and it must be used to feed others.
Let’s look at a few other verses:

Leviticus 27:30 

    And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's: it is holy unto the Lord. 

Leviticus 27:32 

    And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the Lord. 
Once the tabernacle and then the temple had been built the priest were allowed to take from the meat offerings a portion of lean meat to feed their families, widows, orphans, and the poor. Out of that 10% the Levites were to give a heave offering (a gift) unto the Lord which was also a tenth of the tithe they received. 

Numbers 18:21 

    And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service which they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

Numbers 18:26 

    Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the Lord, even a tenth part of the tithe. 

Genesis 4:3-5 

    And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. [4] And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering: [5] But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 

The first time offering is mentioned in the bible it was something being offered unto God and for Him alone. This is in contrast to thetithe which is being shared among the people. Those who bring it, the priest, the fatherless, the widows and the strangers all partake in the tithe. The 10% tithe had a greater value put on it than we have put on it today. 
Remember when Solomon built the temple? All that was needed to build the temple was donated (an offering) by the children of Israel and other nations around (1 chron. 22:1-4; 29:1-9. They provided stone and cedar and everything that was needed was provided so that once the temple was completed there was not a mortgage or anything owed, borrowed or beholden to anyone. The people were not indebted to anyone and whatever came into the temple were offerings to God, His personal required portion. The building of God house had no indebtedness attached to it.
The principle of building a house of prayer or worship had been set out from the beginning. God’s house must be paid in full; it is not a sweet smelling savor to Him if it is on borrowed funds. God told the children of Israel that they are to be lenders and not borrowers yet we dishonor His name by inviting Him into a house that impedes our ability to worship. We dishonor His name or rather use His name in vain by offering to Him a house of prayer owned by the bank at outrageous interest rates that He told the children of Israel not to impose on each other. We use His name in vain when we put His name to something that goes against His very character. The people were to contribute an offering of what they could afford, in gold, silver, or anything of value that can be used to purchase needed materials for the building of the temple. It was given out of generosity and a good heart. Some were able to give more than others but it was an offering none-the-less and well acceptable by God because it was given willingly and not because they were compelled to. An offering is something offered for nothing in return.
On the issue of tithing, God established the 10% so that it would not be a strain on even the poorest of the people. For those who were not able to give the required sacrifice of a lamb or bullock there were alternate offerings that even the poorest of the poor could offer. 
Leviticus 5:11 

    But if he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he that sinned shall bring for his offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he shall put no oil upon it, neither shall he put any frankincense thereon: for it is a sin offering. 

Leviticus 14:21 

    And if he be poor, and cannot get so much; then he shall take one lamb for a trespass offering to be waved, to make an atonement for him, and one tenth deal of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering, and a log of oil; 

It was/is important to God that the people did not experience any distress in bringing their tithes before Him. After all it was His offering and He could set his own requirements. The 10% was not meant to be a burden to the people because as long as each person gave his portion it would be sufficient to meet the approval of God and the needs of those among them. This is the matter exactly. God took every consideration into account because He was clear on making sure that the people’s needs were met while they yet kept covenant with Him. 
God’s house was paid for in full with each generously given offering from the people. His priest were well cared for with a portion of that 10%, they were given towns to occupy and they were also able to give 10% of what they received as a heave offering. The widows, orphans, poor and even the lowly strangers were care for out of that 10% tithe which was fruits, grains, animals. 
You see this is accountability to its highest level. Accountability is when you can see what you are giving and where it is going. This is why God punished the shepherds for robbing and deceiving His people. 

Isaiah 56:11 

    Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. 
Even the book of Malachi tells us that instead of giving of the best for the tithe they were giving the lame and broken. The tithe must be of the best quality and the best portions. The tithe is intended for consumption. It is meat for the fatherless, the widows, the strangers, and the priest who must serve in the temple and cannot be defiled when appearing in the presence of the Lord. This is the purpose of the tithe. Even the giver partakes of the tithe when they all come together and eat it in the place designated by the Lord.

Malachi 1:6-3:1 

    A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name? [7] Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the Lord is contemptible. [8] And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the Lord of hosts. [9] And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he regard your persons? saith the Lord of hosts. [10] Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand. [11] For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts. 

    [12] But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the Lord is polluted; and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible. [13] Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the Lord of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the Lord. [14] But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen. 

Even we today can surely see how we have profaned the tithe of the Lord. That which was intended to care for others we have used it to build buildings, pay salaries and indulge in entertaining each other. Pastors make demands on the people to bring in their tithes, 10% in cash when the bible states that it is meat. We see that the understanding of tithes has been distorted so that even when those that are hungry come to the church house begging for food they are referred to government agencies and community soup kitchens. We see why the congregations are not moving forward when they spend a great deal of time spiritualizing God’s word and the flock leaves the building hungry and thirsty. God made provision to provide for the body of Christ but we have defiled it. We have turned the requirement into a cash to build, maintain and pay salaries system. This is why God said:

Malachi 3:8-12 

     [8]Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. [9] Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. [10] Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. [11] And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. [12] And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts. 

We rob God in tithes because we use it for something other than was intended. We take meat out of the mouths of the poor. And the offerings we do not give up to building a house of prayer. Instead we borrow from banks and indebt the name of God and when things become difficult and the bank takes back the building we have used God’s name in vain. 
So we see so far that the temple when constructed was built without indebtedness from that which the children of Israel gave as an offering. We also see that the people were to give 10% of what they had, whether it was from the harvest or from their flock or from sales of those things and the money given. We also see that that 10% was to provide for the priesthood, the widows, orphans, poor and destitute strangers living in the land. We also see that God made provision for those individuals and families that were not able to offer the more expensive offerings. We also see that when the priest took more than their share of the 10% and failed to provide for the poor they were held accountable to God for their greedy actions. Further we see that the 10% was not meant to be a burden on the people but God provided alternatives to the poor so that they can give without constraint and without distress. 
The church is not functioning as it was meant to function. Most congregations are indebted to a banking system that holds them hostage from providing for the basic needs of its membership and communities. 90% of tithes go to pay the church mortgage, pay the utilities and pay the pastor’s salary and benefits. Very little goes to missions and even less go to help the membership with housing, food, clothing and medical expenses to those that are sick. We have relegated the care of the body of Christ to government agencies.
So where does this leave us today? I do not believe anything has changed with Israel giving tithes or even the church for that matter except we see in the Book of Acts it wasn’t only the 10% but 100% that was given. The early believers sold all they had and distributed evenly to all the believers to where there was none lacking.
Imagine selling all you have and sharing with the very least. This was a biblical redistribution of wealth where every one had something to gain. The early believes learned how to be contented and how to share. One Ananias and his wife Sapphire tried to dupe the church by lying about how much they had to share and both were struck down for lying not to Peter but to the Holy Spirit.
Something changed with the infusion of the Holy Spirit. There was no need for the priesthood any longer because Jesus had come to offer Himself as the final and total sacrifice. The purpose of the priesthood was to offer the holy sacrifices before God in the temple and be the spiritual leadership of the people. With Jesus’ death and resurrection the role of the earthly priesthood became obsolete. Jesus’ death made all believer members of the priesthood because we are all able to come boldly before the throne of grace making petition for ourselves, Jesus being our mediator and the Holy Spirit making us holy and acceptable to God to approach Him boldly. All we now possess can be wholly presented to the Father as a sacrifice, we ourselves being a living sacrifice. 

In the New Testament the word tithe is only used once in the synoptic gospels of Matthew and Luke. 

Matthew 23:23 

    Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 

Luke 11:42 

    But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 

Jesus was saying to the Pharisees that they pay their tithes but neglected the weightier matter of the law, judgment, mercy and faith. In other words He was saying how can you pay your tithes and neglect the human needs which were actual manifestations of the attributes of God. In the congregations today we find the same lack. The institution of churching takes in the tithes and pay the mortgage, the utilities, the pastor’s salary but neglect the flock. In Amos 4:4 God had a grievance with the people of Israel. There were commanded to pay their tithes every three years but they were not doing that. “Come to Bethel, and transgress; at Gilgal multiply transgression; and bring your sacrifices every morning, and your tithes after three years.” Just remember that tithes were to be paid for every year but it was to be brought every three years. 

Deuteronomy 14:28 

    At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine increase the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates: 

The clergy takes their 10% plus some and leaves its members at the mercy of the governmental agencies, show no compassion for the basic needs of the people and do not even keep the basic laws of God to love thy neighbor as thy self but rather their love the great edifices more. Finally they lack faith because they indebt the body of Christ to mortgages and tie them to a building that does not give shelter, or feed the hungry or cloth the naked. The doors are closed more than they are opened and the sick and strangers can’t find comfort without first making an appointment or having obtained membership.

There is no longer a need for a temple of stone and mortar because the believer’s body has become the living temple. There is still a need to feed, cloth, visit and take in strangers. The 10% has become almost a burden to many church goers that too often I am asked whether I believe tithing is still necessary. 
I believe tithing is always a good thing if all it was meant to do is being done. But I like what the book of Acts did more because it is a fulfillment of the law. They sold all they had and shared with everyone. I really think this is what it is about. “Sell all that you have and follow me.”  “What does it profit a man to gain the world and lose his soul?” “Store up for your self riches in heaven.” If you limit yourself as a New Testament believer to 10% it will always be an issue of whether you should give or not give. When you learn to surrender everything to the good of the kingdom there will never be an issue of the 10% or 100%. There is liberty in being free from personal possessions. 

Before I started this ministry I could not afford even a vacation because we owed so much. I could not always afford to pay 10% and that left me feeling guilty. Since starting this ministry I have travelled around the globe and invested in many lives giving over the use of the full sum of my personal income to the ministry. I have never missed a plane or gone without. I do not hold back anything for myself and I do not receive any support from any congregation or individual. 
Last year after returning from a trip to China, I heard the Lord telling me clearly that I should give up everything I own; lock stock and barrel. It took me a few days to get the courage to do it but I did and the moment the deed was done I felt a tremendous sense of peace. It felt good not to be attached to anything. It felt good not to worry about how things were when I left. I have no attachments anywhere but to the work and to the people I come in contact with. I leave nothing behind that I can’t live without.

I am free. For five months this year I lived in Barbados and rented an apartment for about four months. Many of my cousins donated furniture to my one bedroom apartment and I had no needs that were not met. Often someone would tell me I should go and buy this or that but somehow I felt there was no need and if I really needed it God would somehow provide. Every need was met and once I left the island everything went back to those persons who loaned me something. Everything else that I had which was not loaned to me was given away and I felt free to do so as I had no attachments to anything. What freedom that is. I can literally go anywhere in the world and settle down with no fear or sense of lost. 
This is how the believer should feel. We should be so free and dethatched from earthly possessions that the needs of all those around us can be met. When the opportunity comes along for us to give it should not be a matter of how much or how little to give. Then there is no need to rationalize 10%, to give or not to give. 

So why are congregations failing so miserably when it comes to keeping their doors open and meeting the needs of its members? It is because most congregations feel that they honor God more with a building than presenting themselves holy and acceptable to God. They feel that the bigger and more immaculate the building God somehow will be pleased. But He can’t be when His very image is being neglected on the earth – the human soul. God indeed put His image in man and man has somehow decided that the only way to appease himself before God is to build a building and dedicate it to Him but they fail to maintain the quality of life for His image, the soul that He has breathe the breath of life into.
If one is going to tithe then one must make up his/her mind to tithe 100%. If one is going to tithe then one must be accountable to ensure that that 10% or 100% is being utilized in every area it is intended to be used for. If your 10% is going only to pay a mortgage, utilities and a pastor’s salary then you have been complacent. It is not enough to give and then free one’s self of responsibility. 
Today I visited a mega church in Texas and was shocked to hear that they actually give guided tours to visitors. I was even more shock to see the location of the building in an area where there are no residential areas. There were located off the highway which is not accessible to every class of society. I found unfortunately as I drove along Highway 40 east and west that the highway was lined with mega church buildings. Of maybe about twenty such mega church buildings I saw from the highway only a few were located near residential areas. 

This is unfortunate because I find it disturbing that where I even saw signs that state a new church building was going to be erected in that location it was beyond residential areas. In my opinion, I find this distressing because such locations relieve the believers from actively getting involved in evangelism. The idea of a congregation is so that the people in the community can have a place to worship and congregate without going far. 

How is it that in America on Sundays we are still segregated? People will drive miles and miles away to attend a congregation of their own race and economic status. How is it that church buildings are no longer being built around communities but in locations that can serve no other purpose than to coral the believers for pure entertainment. Jesus said to “go ye therefore” but we turn around and say “if we build it they will come.” “Obedience is better than sacrifice.”
This is where our tithes go to. The majority of these congregations do not so much as have a food bank, clothes closet or a housing area to provide shelter for its members incase of destitution or disaster. Of course most congregations cannot provide these services because they can’t afford the cost of utilities from being opened to often. Many congregations no long have a volunteer list of people to clean the building but rather they hire out to secular companies when they have members greatly in need of employment. The parsonages are no longer being lived in and yet they are many families that can use the parsonages for shelter. 

Everything has a price tag attached to it. To tithe or not to tithe! Yes we should tithe everything we own and watch God do a good thing. Of course if your congregation has invested thousands and millions of dollars in a new building and you pledge to support the cost, you have already set your obligation and must fulfill it, but you have not stored up one single treasure in heaven because of it. 

You must begin to see tithing the way God sees it. If you see it as an obligation then you will give grudgingly. If you see it as an act of love then you will be free to give as you like. If you see it as a debt to be paid off then you have no freedom and have become indebted. This is clearly not a God thing. 
Look at it this way. A financial advisor would tell you to only use 1/3 of your household income to purchase a home because if you go higher than that you will not be able to pay the utilities, buy food and clothing and have something left over for charity and entertainment etc. It is the same with the church building. If all its tithes go to pay the bank note there is nothing left to do the works we are commissioned to do. Then we become no different than the Pharisees. 

There is a principle to tithing and giving of offerings. In order to understand that principle one must look at the entire bible. Why was it started, how has it change and what is its significance? 
Hebrews 7:1-28 

    [1] For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; [2] To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; [3] Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. [4] Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils. [5] And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham: [6] But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises. [7] And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better. [8] And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth. [9] And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. [10] For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him. [11] If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron? [12] For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. [13] For he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which no man gave attendance at the altar. [14] For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood. [15] And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, [16] Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life. [17] For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. [18] For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof. [19] For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God. [20] And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: [21] (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:) [22] By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. [23] And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: [24] But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. [25] Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. [26] For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; [27] Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. [28] For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. 
Yes, tithe but tithe with purpose and accountability and by all means set yourself free from limits even the one starting at 10%. In general, tithing is really an opportunity to give back even if it is not out of abundance. The letter of the law tells us to give 10% but the spirit of the law should compel us to give all that we have like it was with believers in the book of Acts. Jesus said in Luke 18:22 “… Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.” Jim Elliot said “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” 

Leviticus 27:30 

    And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's: it is holy unto the Lord. 

Leviticus 27:32 

    And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the Lord. 

Numbers 18:26 

    Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the Lord, even a tenth part of the tithe. 

Deut. 12:17 

    Thou mayest not eat within thy gates the tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of thy oil, or the firstlings of thy herds or of thy flock, nor any of thy vows which thou vowest, nor thy freewill offerings, or heave offering of thine hand: 

Deut. 14:22-23 

    [22] Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year. [23] And thou shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in the place which he shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God always. 

Deut. 14:28 

    At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine increase the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates: 
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