What makes one Jewish

Deut. 7:1-4 

    [1] When the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than thou; [2] And when the Lord thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them: [3] Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. [4] For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods: so will the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly. 

This text is used to prove Jewish lineage. However, in reading the text it does not imply that one’s Jewish lineage is passed on through the mother. It merely states that when Israel comes into the land they should not marry their daughters to those of the heathens nor take the heathen’s daughters as wives for their sons. This does not convey proof of a Jewish bloodline but rather the end of it.  In other words, if a Jewish woman married a non-Jew, then the bloodline would end. Since a child carries the father’s blood and not the mother’s then the father’s blood would be proof of lineage. Without the father’s blood the bloodline ends. You can prove the bloodline by the father not the mother. A Jewish woman having a child with a non-Jew will not carry on the bloodline. 
Isn’t it interesting that the genealogies of the patriarchs always noted that the man begat this son or that daughter not the mother. Just think for a minute – how many children were born to Joseph, David, Solomon, and many others but there was never a dispute of the children being Jewish. Joseph’s sons were born of an Egyptian yet they are of the root of Israel. There was never a question neither of David’s children nor of Solomon’s. Even though Joseph is before the law and David after the law, there was still no question of their children being Jewish. Remember Ruth the Moabite who married Boaz? 

Ruth 4:13-22 

    So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the Lord gave her conception, and she bare a son. [14] And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. [15] And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him. [16] And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. [17] And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

    [18] Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron, [19] And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab, [20] And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon, [21] And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, [22] And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David. 
How can a non-Jew bear a son that is recognized as a full fledge Jew. It is because the bloodline is not severed but continues on by way of the father. A child never shares the mother’s blood but the father’s. If having a non-Jew mother makes Obed a Jew then the bloodline is not by mother but by father – proof. “A son born to Naomi” means just that. Through the bloodline of Boaz her generation continues. 
Matthew 1:1-17 

    The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. [2] Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren; [3] And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; [4] And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon; [5] And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; [6] And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias; [7] And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa; [8] And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias; [9] And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias; [10] And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias; [11] And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon: [12] And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel; [13] And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor; [14] And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud; [15] And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; [16] And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. [17] So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations. 

All the generations of Abraham to David and from David to Jesus – it is clearly the bloodline of the father. If it were not so them according to rabbinical law, all would have ended with “And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab” and if that didn’t do it, it would have ended with, “and Booz begat Obed of Ruth.” Two generations back to back the mothers were non-Jews.  That clearly according to rabbinical law would make any descendents after Salmon non-Jews in that bloodline which lead to David. 
“Jewish identity is passed on via the mother. If the mother is Jewish, the child is 100% Jewish. This is true regardless of who the father is, and whether he is Jewish or not, and regardless of whether the Jewish mother practiced another religion. That is the unwavering rule. At the same time, if someone's father is Jewish (but not the mother), then the child is 100% NOT Jewish.”
“Jewish identity passed on through the mother has been universally accepted by Jews for 3,000 years, and was decided by God, as recorded in the Five Books of Moses in Deut. 7:3-4. The Talmud (Kiddushin 68b) explains how this law is evident from those passages. According to Jewish law, this will remain the person's status forever. There is no way one can lose his status as a Jew even if he thinks he has gone so far as to convert to another religion!”
“Therefore, if your mother's mother's mother was Jewish, then you would also be considered Jewish. However, because of the complexity of your situation, you will need to bring proof that your mother's mother's mother (or her daughter, granddaughter etc.) was Jewish. Proof may include birth certificates, gravestones, etc. Assuming this is too far back for you to go, then your status remains as a non- Jew.”
With blessings from Jerusalem,

Rabbi Shraga Simmons 

http://judaism.about.com/library/3_askrabbi_o/bl_simmons_amijewish.htm
Here is an interesting verse: Revelation 2:9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. There are those that claim to be Jews with the approval of the synagogue (Rabbinical approval). But the bible is clear that this teaching is wrong based on the genealogies outlines in the bible time and time again. If what they are claiming then David is not a Jew as his grandmother Ruth and great-grandmother Rechab, were both non-Jews. This means according to the rabbis that anyone following Salmon is a non-Jew. Clearly Joseph’s sons would be non-Jews even if they were born before the law. Are we prepared to believe the report of man or of God? 
“Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son.” Do not give and do not take is clear. To give means you produce a non-Jew. To take a full fledge Jewish woman and marry her to a non-Jew means one would end the bloodline.  To take a non-Jewish wife means “For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods…” This would cause them to break covenant with God. 
So what does this mean? If a person’s father is a Jew that would make that person a Jew. Therefore the bloodline must be traced from the father not the mother. If the person is a male, he carries the bloodline. His bloodline continues whether he marries a Jew or non-Jew. If a girl and she marry a Jew she carries the bloodline, but if she marries a non-Jew the bloodline ends. With a non-Jew the child still carries the Jewish DNA 50/50. The traits of ethnicity are still there but the bloodline has ended. I do not know of any examples in the bible where a Jewish woman’s offspring from a non-Jew is considered Jewish. Jesus is a Jew not because of Mary but because of Joseph who Mary was espoused to. Isn’t it interesting that in the bible the inheritance always goes to the male? The first son was offered up before the Lord as the first fruit but the father was always a Jew. 

How long before the bloodline expires? Let’s see:
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1st scenario: If my father’s father was a Jew then he is a Jew whether his mother was Jewish or not. Whether my mother was a Jew or a non-Jew I would be a Jew. 

2nd scenario: If my mother’s father was a Jew and she married a Jew then I would be a Jew.

3rd scenario: If my mother’s father was a Jew and her mother a non-Jew she would be a Jew, and if my father was a non-Jew then I would be a non-Jew although I would have 50% Jewish DNA.

4th scenario: If my father’s father was a Jew and my mother’s father was a Jew then my mother would be a Jew and I would be a Jew even if her mother was a non-Jew.

You see, it all depends on the father. In the bible it is all about the bloodline. The blood plays a major role even as we realize it took the blood of Messiah to save us from sin. So it takes the blood of the father to keep us in the bloodline. It is our blood that needs to be cleansed not our DNA. Our DNA makes up our genes: hair color, eye color, height, our characteristics etc. Our bloodline is our life, without it there is no life. Sin passed through Adam unto all humanity. It is the bloodline that needs cleansing – it is the way sin comes in. DNA is how we look. God is not concern about the outward appearance but the inward. The blood must be cleansed.
I just received this email from a recent new friend and curator of the Barbados Jewish Museum because I am interested in finding my Jewish roots which I have been told are there.
Date: Fri, 24 Jul 2009 10:14:37 -0700
From: celsobrewster@yahoo.com
Subject: Re: Thanks
To: kjsandiford@msn.com

	Hi Joy,

 

OK yes graveyard: 

 

A: Not all Jews who lived in Barbados are buried here; many left Barbados and died in other countries / Islands.

 

B: Not all Jews could afford tombstones so many spaces that we see here are not in fact empty, they just do not have tombstones and we have no idea who is in them.

 

The Jews who married Black women:
 

A: A few Jewish men did marry black women and their off spring once the wives converted to Judaism the children were considered or called mulatto Jews.

 

B: Children born of Jewish fathers and either freed black, freed co loured or in general slave mothers who did not convert or could not convert were NEVER considered to be or accepted as Jews here in Barbados, even if they left Barbados and converted elsewhere and returned. 

 

Burials:

 

A: As far as I know all Jews who died in Barbados, regardless of being religious or not, were buried at Nidhe Israel.

 

B: There is a section reserved for those Jewish persons of dubious character away from the main graveyard. This is in the middle of the BNB building in James Street and we do not have access to that section.

 

Place to find persons of Jewish decent:

 

A: Barbados Archives section is supposed to have a burial registry that list all Jews  who died here, but that requires quite a bit of time to research. I am not sure if they have that section preserved. 

 

However there is no list that I know about that gives those names of persons of Jewish descent.

 

Changing Names: 

  

A: Many Jews changed their surname several times depending on who they were dealing with. Even among themselves the practice seems to have been quite common.

B: Some who became Christians also changed their surname to reflect that value.

C: Those who married into Christian families of course changed their name also.

 

Whites and Christian:
 

A: Not all were so considered at first.

 

B: In some cases Jews were also called 'freed coloureds' 

 

Black and white:
 

A: No it was not as simple as just black and white. Remember there were freed blacks, freed coloureds and freed whites (Irish & ex English prisoners in general Red Legs) and whites or Planter Class.

 

Regards

Celso 



Does this change anything about my conclusions? No! What man practice and what God ordains are two different things altogether. What God defines man often try to redefine or interpret in his finite mind. Every nation has its own way to determine who belongs where.

But how important is the father’s blood in determining one to be a Jew? It means everything. Jesus was called by God “My beloved Son.” To be called God’s Son, the child must have His Father’s blood not His mother’s. (We are God’s sons and daughters because of the blood of Jesus not Mary. Mary bore Jesus in her wound but her blood never transferred to His or else He would have not been the perfect sacrifice for humanity and He definitely could not have been called the Son of God. Remember when God created Adam? He placed in Adam the blood of life along with the breath of life. Adam’s blood was the first of its kind. It was pure unaffected by sin until he disobeyed God. Then from that time on – any offspring from him would bear the sin nature. 

Romans 5:12 

    Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

Sin is passed on through the blood. The blood is the means by which the sin nature is transmitted. Eve was tempted but man was the transmitter of that sin. The blue print of how man looks, his image and characteristics, are shared by both man and woman. But the nature to be sinful flows through the blood donated to the child by the father. So it is with Jesus. Mary donated the characteristics of how he looked but God placed in Him the blood of a sin free nature that would cleanse the world of all its sins. The DNA determines characteristics but the blood determines your origin. Jesus’ blood determined His origin. If you want to prove a person’s origin you must test the blood which can only be done through the father. Jesus was the Son of God because of His Father’s blood. 

“DNA is the blueprint of life. It dictates eye color, bone structure, blood type, basically everything about you. You get one half of your genome from your mother's egg cell and the other half from your father's sperm cell. This blueprint then controls how you, as an embryo develops, and further down, how you as a baby will also develop. The purpose of DNA is to not only control development, but it is also pass down information as well. Most advantages in the genome will be passed down to the next descendant.”
http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20080714205253AAp6sQ6

“Genetic coding is born, where a life forms physical traits and characteristics are stored within the molecular formula of this particular macromolecule.

DNA directs the synthesis of RNA under a chemical process known as transcription. Basically, what happens is that cellular enzymes are directed by the genetic code itself to recreate strands of RNA in relation to the coded sequences stored in the DNA itself. These strands, known as mRNA (or Messenger Ribonucleic Acid), carry information about the genetic code into the protein-synthesizing mechanics of the cell, whereby, they induce a particular arrangement of amino acids within the protein assembly, which in turn dictates and governs the physiological characteristics of the organism in question.”
http://dna.microbiologyguide.com/514-purpose-of-dna-replication-behaviours-dna-molecule/
All DNA does is determine what you will look like. It is the father who determines the bloodline from generation to generation. The mother only carries XX chromosomes but the father carries the XY chromosome. So, if only the father determines the sex of the child how is it possible that the mother can determine the bloodline. She can only offer a female child at best. Why would you use a mother to determine bloodline if she can only produce a female child with her contributing XX chromosome?  The bloodline flows is a humanity issue not a female issue. It must be the man. He was the first created human, male and female he was until God put him to sleep and extract the female from him. It is out of man that the human race procreates not the woman. Which came first the chicken or the egg? In this case it was the male. By the way, the chicken came first – and God said let there be and that chicken was! Need I say more?
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