WHAT ARE YOU PREOCCUPIED WITH?
John 4:31-38 

    [31] In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat. [32] But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. [33] Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat? [34] Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. [35] Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. [36] And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. [37] And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. [38] I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours. 

Jesus said “My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, (The Father) and to finish his (The Father) work.” Then He said, “Lift up your eyes and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” These two verses follow each other and can by no means be separated to mean two different things. Jesus meat and our meat ought to be one and the same. Jesus’ harvest and our harvest ought to be one of the same. He did not say the harvest might be plenteous at some point at some specific due season. He is implying that the spiritual harvest is already white, even more, it is always ready. 

There has not been any period of time on the earth when the harvest had not been ready except in Noah’s day when all of humanity except Noah and his family were the only ones saved. Prior to the flood we read in Genesis chapter 5 that all the righteous were taken out of the earth by death to be spared the global flood to come. Adam and all the righteous in his generation up to Noah’s time all died.
 Genesis 5:1-31 

    [1] This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him; [2] Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. 

    [3] And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth: [4] And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters: [5] And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died. [6] And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Enos: [7] And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters: [8] And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died. 

    [9] And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan: [10] And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons and daughters: [11] And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years: and he died. 

    [12] And Cainan lived seventy years, and begat Mahalaleel: [13] And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, and begat sons and daughters: [14] And all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years: and he died. 

    [15] And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared: [16] And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters: [17] And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety and five years: and he died. 

    [18] And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch: [19] And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: [20] And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died. 

    [21] And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: [22] And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: [23] And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: [24] And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. [25] And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech: [26] And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters: [27] And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died. 

    [28] And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son: [29] And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord hath cursed. [30] And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat sons and daughters: [31] And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and seven years: and he died. 

Of all these patriarchs, only Enoch did not see death at that time. Isaiah 57:1-2 says, “The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come. He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness.” But Genesis 6:5-8 tells us, “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.  And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”

God reap his own harvest at the beginning when he took the righteous out of the earth as they each died in their time but all that was left was the unrighteous and a remnant of Noah and his family to replenish the earth. As it was in the beginning so shall it be in the end. The book of revelation says that they shall also be a greater harvest. 
Rev. 7:9-14 

    [9] After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; [10] And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. [11] And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, [12] Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. [13] And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? [14] And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 


There are many preachers that have been advocating for years that we, the church, are waiting for the harvest to come at the end time before we can reap. The truth is that the harvest according to Jesus has always been plenteous and the laborers have always been few. There is a perpetual harvest on the earth as long as they are humans created in the image of God upon the earth. Israel was to live as a light on the earth so that other nation would see and know that they is a God in heaven and He is their God. The church which includes, Jews, Gentiles, male, female and those that were slaves, bond, and free men and women who were believers are referred to as light of the earth. Israel was to be an example and the church is to actively preach the good news. Some came by example and others by the preached word of the gospel. There has always been a time of harvest or at least a field to labor whether people came to God or not.

It is different today or since Jesus ascended into heaven? No! The harvest in Jesus’ time was plenteous and to day it is still plenteous. All the apostles labored tirelessly for the sake of the gospel. Jesus told us to continue as we saw Him do. We have come up with so many distractions which cause us to leave off the harvest. We claim that the harvest is only in the time of tribulation to come. We believe that prayer have more precedence than the harvest rather than going hand-in-hand. We say that church going is more important Sunday after Sunday while the image of God is decaying from the face of the earth in their sins. We convince believers that laboring in the harvest is not their gift or they job but someone who is called an evangelist or preacher. We believe that if a believer is a teacher, pastor, prophet, or miracle worker he or she is exempt from laboring in the harvest. This is not true. Everyone has a testimony and from that point we are co-laborers with God.  Everyone! Whatever point of reference you came to the saving knowledge of Jesus that is the place form where you begin to share the gospel. Instead we are being told that you must have a calling to share the gospel. 

The calling is that Jesus saved you and how He did it personally in your life. We all who have accepted this gift of forgiveness for our sins have the same point of contact which the world is in need of, “All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory.” Salvation is about being restored to God’s glory. Our harvest is waiting for us to enter in. Every generation has it harvest and yet we are forsaking it because we are preoccupied with attending conferences, seminars, church meeting, revivals, bible studies, and prayer meetings and such. These things become like speaking in tongues with no interpretation – sounding brass – all noise no charity – LOVE. 
If we love the Father we will do His will, pursue His image on the earth unto salvation. The harvest is plentiful. There is always a field to be labored in. I have seen so many things on the mission fields that I know is breaking the heart of God. So many people start out with a good intention toward the lost but get caught up in distractions.  Many are distracted by building a house to fill with people rather than draw the people who might build the house. Many think teaching is the answer and so open bible schools that teach organization rather than organism. The organization of church is growing but the organism of the body of Christ is dying. Many lock themselves behind closed gates in foreign nations where the natives rarely see them or know that they are there. The people that are really doing the work are not even noticed or receive funds to assist in the tedious work. 
We are all accountable at some level for the harvest. We have grown satisfied only for the milk of the word rather than the meat of the word which is the lost being saved.  Most people do not understand what laboring in the field means. Some one has to break up the hard ground so it receives the seed. Someone has to plant the seed, someone to water and God says that the increase is His. In other words, if we all do our part He will release the harvest. If the seeds have not been planted nothing will grow and no harvest to be had.  Surely you remember that someone shared the gospel with you that is why today your have the gift of eternal life active in you. Surely you realize how precious it is to know Jesus as Lord and Savior. Your life having been robbed of all substance when you were once in the world now is one of grace and renewal and hope. It is this same very thing the world is seeking. 

Where do we fail? We have allowed ourselves to preach denomination rather than salvation. We have preached religion and religiousness rather than relationship.  We have preached change rather than transformation. Change is where we make people thing they have to change their lifestyle rather than allowing the Holy Spirit to transform them. We teach works rather than faith. We teach giving rather than doing. Giving does not always mean participation or co-laboring. God wants our active involvement because it is how He relates to us. He wants our hearts not our garments or money or anything else because the earth is His and all that is in it. 

It is truly a simple thing to share the gospel all you have to do is start from where you are at and where you feel comfortable. Ask God to direct you to the person you are able to share with at your level of understanding. The more you share the more confident you become and the more your study the bible on a personal level the more effective you become. You share the gospel by the revelation of God not by the reasoning of man. Do not argue the gospel just present it. Lay it out on the table and who desires it will pick it up if they are hungry enough. You can not make a person eat if they are not hungry but you can point them to the food so when they get hungry they can eat. You will not see most of your results until that day in heaven. It doesn’t matter just keep at it. Abraham did not receive the promise but he still had faith. Have faith, the harvest truly is plenteous. God will give you discernment on which field is ready to be brought in. If the drug addicts on St. Johns Street are more apt to accept the gospel then labor on St. Johns Street. Continue to break up the hard ground and plant seed and water on the other streets but by all means labor the more where the harvest is coming in so you will have help on the other streets in due season. 
Jesus went after the meat in the field – go after your potion of meat. Do the father’s will and finish the work Jesus started!
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