What happens when the Church is spiritually Destitute?

When the Church becomes spiritually destitute, the body reflects its poverty. Sickness infiltrates the body, divorce postulate itself as the only alternative, believers divest from the sound doctrines of the Word, pure religion is cloaked in service with no heart or compassion, and the body is seemingly nothing more than a sepulcher washed in sarcasm and I will see you next Sunday and let’s do it all over again.

A spiritually destitute church can no more meet the needs of its members further more the sin sick world. When the world begins to view the church and refer to it as a religious institution, in name only, it is a clear cry that we have lost our way. Those few brave churches that ever so often survey the body to see what the current needs are, though at times the results are not short of a rude awakening; at least they make the effort to take the blinders off. 
I think it is a wise pastor who willingly heed the signs of his flock and take action. I do not speak of surveys that inquire as to how many people want to have pot luck on Wednesday nights after prayer meeting. This is more poignant than that. I speak of surveys that inquire as to how many families are having marital issues, disciplinary issues with their children, how many are struggling with pornography, drug abuse, dishonest dealings in business affairs, and the gamut of telltale signs that the church is in trouble.
It is imperative that the Shepherd get to know the flock. Unless the shepherd comes to realize which lamb is likely to stray, or likely to live on the outer perimeter of the flock, he will be certain to lose one here and one there. It is usually not until sometime after that the Shepherd realizes the flock has dwindled to a handful. If the shepherd does not call out to his flock enough, the sheep will soon not recognize his voice. They will respond to another’s call.
So, when the Church is spiritually destitute, nothing happens. Complacency becomes the norm and religiousness becomes the virtue. A spiritually destitute church is not innovative; it hides behind its four walls Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights. It has lost its luster. It no more reflects the image of Christ than a tennis player wearing football gear reflects his game. 

Signs that your church is spiritually destitute:
1. There are more divorces than viable marriages. 

2. There are more social activities than ministries. 

3. The van for the bus ministry never leaves the parking lot.

4. Only the date changes on the bulletins. 

5. Prayer request are generic, pray for the nation, our city and the sick and shut in. 
6. The quote of the week on the marquee changes every six months. 

7. Eighty percent of the congregation is over the age of fifty and those younger are the pastor’s children and grand children who usually comprise the praise team. 

8. A new believer’s class has not been offered in years.  
9. The membership comes in from other communities to attend services.

10.  None of the members are from the surrounding area. 

11. The church neighborhood has not been canvassed in years.

12. No one in the church knows the name of the neighbors across the street.

13. The children in Sunday school are the Sunday school teacher’s children or grandchildren.

14. The Sunday School Superintendent, the deacon, the Sunday school teacher, the organist, and the devotion leader are one in the same person.
15. The church doors are open one day and one night a week.

16. Fifty percent of the churches expenses are paid from fund raisers.

17. All the ushers are disabled, and the able are waiting to be seated.

18. Hymn books and Bibles are stuck to the back of the pews.

19. The carpet is worn in the isles but not at the altar.
20. The choir robes are stored in moth balls.
21. The church is in the pews more than it is out in the community.
22. There is a missionary fund but no missionary to support.

23. The church body cannot recite the fundamentals of their faith or quote scripture.

24. When given scripture references the page number in the Bible must be cited or the Old or New Testament referenced.
25. Everyone can remember the gossip of the week and not the sermon of the week.

26. There are more handouts in church than there are handouts to the needy.

27. The pastor has two jobs to supplement his meager income with no health benefits.

28. Members refer to each other as brother or sister’s wife, husband, child or relation.
29. Church offerings are never used for the purpose the contributor designated.

30. The janitorial service spends more time on their knees in the church than the membership.

31. Children are not seen and not heard.

32. Turning visitors away because they are smelly or not dressed to a standard.  Visitors are turned away because of their undesirable odor and dress.
33. Referring to your church as Christian but not promoting any Christian principles.

34. The language of the youth is not understood.

35. Missionary trips become vacations.

How to restore health to a spiritually destitute church:
1. Use the church van to take the elderly to doctor’s appointments and get groceries.
2. Canvas the immediate neighborhood of your church to invite and share the gospel with your neighbors.

3. Revive old ministries that served the community like soup kitchens, clothing and food banks, and allow the destitute to come in for shelter in the winter months.

4. Pick up children from the rescue missions on Sunday mornings for a hot meal and Sunday school classes.

5. Have the older couples share with the younger couples about marriage and family.
6. A church is as prosperous as it is benevolent.
7. Organize a day to visit the elderly and shut in and assist with chores and prepare meals for the week.

8. Instead of a bake sale to raise funds, why not take the baked goods and distribute to residence in the area with an invitation to church attached.

9. Find the worst unkempt house in the neighborhood and spend the day fixing it up.

10. Take your service to the rescue mission one Sunday morning a month.
11. Sponsor a student in Bible College.

12. Don’t hire a service to clean the church, stop by the mission and hire someone for the day to clean the sanctuary and clean the church grounds.
13. Have church wide Bible drills to keep the mind of the young and elderly sharp on books of the Bible and Bible trivia, and scripture verse memorizations. This is a great exercise to help the elderly offset Alzheimer’s

14. Use the church van to transport the elderly to evening services even if they have a vehicle.
15. Balance praying for the poor with service to the poor.

16. Create a library and issue a library card to each member with awards for the most books read in a month, quarterly, or annually.

17. Rotate Sunday school teachers so they will not get burned out.

18. Assign church maintenance duties to families on a rotation basis to encourage ownership. Singles can work as teams and reshuffle once in a while so they can get to know each other better.
19. Allow the children to sit in general church services every other week so the children will learn how to conduct themselves and become a special part of the body of Christ.

20. When there is a church wide potluck dinner, take meals to those that are sick and shut in.  Keep the sick and shut in involved.
21. Have Bibles available for new members.

22. Take turns inviting the preacher and his family to dinner once a week. If the congregation is relatively small, once a month.

23. Use designated offerings for exactly what the presenter intended and ensure they know it is being used for that purpose.

24. Have a bulletin board listing all items for contribution – offer those in need the opportunity to receive the items in exchange for service. Each item should have a service noted next to it.  Example, sofa in good condition – clean yard of elderly, or one hour church grounds maintenance. Any monetary donations for the items can be used to purchase diapers, baby food and such to be distributed to the needy on the same basis.
25. Open the church door daily for morning, afternoon, and evening prayer.

26. Allow the community to utilize the church for trouble youth activities. 

27. Let the law officers and government facilities in the community be aware of your services for troubled families and youth.
28. Pick a neighborhood, any neighborhood in need and just show up and clean, repair, or paint. Absolutely no one will refuse the help.
29. Stop referring the needy to community action programs. Find a way to meet their needs.
30. Make sure all members have a responsibility and realize they are needed.

31. Take a survey of the gifts and talents of all members and ensure they are offered the opportunity to put them to use.

32. Have a family day once a month to encourage families to fellowship together. Each family can decorate their own tables for dinner, bring their favorite game to play, share family pictures with others, work on a personal project together like a painting, quilt or repair something.
33. Brainstorm with your members to find out the best situations for growth in the church. Organize a search committee to seek out what other churches are doing in the community.

In essence, a church that is spiritually destitute is usually a church without works or involved in too many programs. At least eighty percent of the church activities should be centered on ministries in seed planting, watering, and harvesting. Jesus’ statement, “The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few” is prophetically on target for the church today. 
A destitute church is in the crying mode for help. It is dry bones that are in need of reviving. The only way out of spiritual destitution is to begin to make some deposits into the bank of hope. Grace must be activated and each member must be willing to be purged of complacency and inoculated with urgency. The church must stop taking refugee in praying and actively become involved in being an answer to prayer. 

Spiritual destitution does not have to end in bankruptcy. It should be more akin to a wakeup call where one jumps out of bed and dons his attire, as the day is closer at hand and His coming draws nigh. The five foolish virgins were destitute and bankrupt. Their lamps were utterly empty. A spiritually destitute church still have a semblance of life. There is usually enough oil left to see your way clear to the store to replenish.

Jesus was innovative. When the disciples failed to catch fish on one side of the boat he told them to cast the nets to the other side and they caught a mega load.  After casting out legions they wanted a place to inhabit so He cast them in to a herd of pigs. He went out of his way to meet the Samaritan woman at the well.  When a woman was accused of adultery he chose not to speak but wrote in the sand. He was phenomenal when he took two loaves and five fish to feed a multitude of people. He constantly said, whatever a man expects you do to him that is worldly, do the unexpected; turn the other cheek, or go the extra mile.
The church must also be willing to go the extra mile and turn the other cheek to get out of spiritual destitution. It must be willing to do the unexpected if it will be renewed. Jesus has not asked us to do what He Himself has not done. But yet, He said greater things we will do than He did. Spiritual destitution of the church makes Jesus a liar. He is not. Wake up!
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