When we make gods of people
The truth of the matter is this. No one is above the enemy no matter where there are on the religious tight rope. I recall David's adulterous relationship with Uriah’s wife. The prophet Nathan came to him and exposed him. David repented and is noted in the Bible as being a man after God’s own heart. It is because he was capable of admitting his guilt and repenting. This is often what exposure is about. It is an opportunity to see clearly what God see that we don’t want to see or acknowledge. 

As for Sis. Juanita Bynum and her spouse, Thomas Weeks III, like David, they are in the public eye and so their sins are as scarlet before the world. Nonetheless, their sins are not against us, it is ultimately against Yahweh God. (Sin is used loosely) We are impacted because we are a part of the body of Christ and we feel that our walk is personally being slandered because of these two prominent people and that perhaps they had little regard for the rest of us in how they handled their private life. Perhaps they should have come out publicly at the get go and made a public statement that they had irreconcilable differences. The public would have been prepared to be compassionate and less judgmental, perhaps!

As it is, the most difficult place to fall from is on the top. I believe we are quite sensitive to the Weeks’ issue because they represent to many the hierarchy of God on the earth. The truth is, Jesus ought to be the only hierarchy on the earth and so when people like Thomas Weeks III and Ted Haggard fall from grace for whatever reasons, the impact would not be felt as we do not measure godliness by them but by a perfect God. The Bible does not state that David had backlash in Israel for his sin with Uriah’s wife; we know he did suffer as we see in the Psalms. But David handled all of it with a repentant heart. 

The crux of this situation is that these individuals have reaches such position of grandeur that they have become as gods in the name of God. If people took them off the pedestals they have erected in their hearts then they will be more compassionate and apt to understand and forgive. These individuals are human just like the rest of us. Indeed there are two sides to a story. One is that Mr. Weeks assaulted his wife and two that neither one of them has learned how to handle marital discord privately or responsibly: privately because they could have enlisted one of their many prestigious pastoral colleagues to counsel them in a professional manner that would have been away from public display, and two, responsibly because they should have provided their congregations and their public audience with the opportunity to see the strong hand of God in their situation. What I mean is that they should have willing acknowledged that they were experiencing a difficult situation and allow those that they have ministered to the opportunity to pray them through. You can not expect to draw in the public as you rise and then close them out while you are falling. If you want to be caught when you are falling, then you must reposition yourself to be caught-up, not caught-in.  

There is a moral, ethical, and spiritual responsibility to be expected from the elite in our society, be it religious, theatrical, corporate, or political, etc. If they desire to attain the pinnacle of the pedestal, then they must understand the price that is attached to it. It is called accountability. They are accountable for their actions. For the rest of us, if we are going to elevate such individuals, then we must be willing to accept that they are after all human and will at some point succumb to something as is the nature of humanity. But for the grace of God, there go we. We do go there but because we live out of public view no one knows and so it is easy to condemn and blame. 

It is time to stop elevating man and elevate Jesus. We need to stop making gods of men and keep God on the throne in our hearts. We are indeed an adulterous and idolatrous generation. 

Father, forgive us for exalting others above your beloved Son. Help us to recognize when we have made gods of men and teach us how to humble ourselves before you, and as we pray hear in heaven and heal our land. We invite you into the Weeks’ situation and ask of you that you will intervene and allow forgiveness and healing to take preeminence and to bear fruit. Help us to see all things in light of your Son. Restore the heart of your church and bring our focus back to those that are lost and in need of salvation. Let our testimonies of your grace be fruitful. Amen!
Copyright © 2007 Founder Catch the Wave Ministries
