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Why Evil People Prosper


So, why do evil people prosper? Why is it that those people who are often the meanest, cruelest, ugly in their disposition, haters, instigators of evil against the weak, meek, and good people seem to be do wellers? Is it because they have some charisma about them that the devourer of evil over looks? How is it that their every whim and fancy come to be? And why is it that the people that are walking the talk and leaning most heavily on the everlasting arms seem to be neglected? Do we have a sense of disparity? Perhaps those who sense disparity are walking by sight and not by faith. 


Good things happen to evil people so that they might have the opportunity to repent and be saved. Why shouldn’t they be given the same opportunity as maybe a righteous person?  “When God gave the world His only begotten Son, it was for whosoever will to believe on His Son for salvation. Whosoever is inclusive of those that do good as well as those that do evil or bad deeds. Whosoever is tantamount to the whole world. Every single person that is born into the world of humanity is offered the same choice to be saved from the penalty of death. This might seem unfair to many people, but only a just, merciful, righteous, and compassionate God can offer this. After all, all sin is perpetrated against Him. It is our sin that separates us from Him first and foremost, and then from each other. All sin is an act of rebellion and aggression against God’s holiness.

So, God has a right to make any offers of pardon that He sees fit to offer because He is the one that is ultimately being offended. When Christ is born into our hearts, this transforms our thinking, we can then begin to see and understand God’s position on the opportunities allowed the unrighteous. Thomas wanted to touch Jesus’ wounds before He would acknowledge that it really was his Messiah raised from the dead. But Jesus stated, “Blessed are they which have not seen, and yet have believed” John 20:29b. So Jesus was clarifying for us that they will be many who will believe by faith and that they will be those that will believe by evidence, sight, favor and disposition, position, trials, and yes even hopelessness and despair. 

Those who believe by evidence believe when they feel they have received absolute proof that Jesus is the Messiah prophesied about in the Old Testament. Someone painstakingly and systematically labored with them in providing and explaining all the evidence why Jesus is who He said He was. The Bible was use, reason was used, archeological and historical evidence was used, and everything tangible was used to convince some that Jesus is the Son of God and that He died on the cross. So, they believe and repent and are saved. Then they are those that believe by sight. These are the ones that follow miracles and wonders. They say “heal me Lord and I will believe.” “Make me rich and I will believe.” “Show me a miracle, appear before me, send an angel to visit me and I will believe.” They have to touch, experience, or see for themselves the wonders of God before they will believe. Then there are those that believe because of favor. God has blessed them materially and so believing that they are highly favored by God above others they believe because of their own good fortune. They say, “God must be pleased with me and so I am prosperous.”  They believe in their minds that God has a special disposition toward them and not others. Other people call these individuals lucky. Not luck you see, God is trying to get their attention. He knows that by their very character and mindset, that this is the only way to get their attention. God compassionately extends His disposition towards these individuals to capture their attention and draw them to Himself. Then we have those that believe by position. This is like those who believe because they feel they are highly favored more than others. Some are born into wealth or it would seem that every position they apply for they succeed in acquiring. Most often these requests are made as a gesture to God to prove Himself. “God, if you love me or are real, then let me get this job, position, title, trophy, etc. Those that believe by trials feel that they must pay some pennants for salvation. They do not realize that Jesus paid it all and that there was and still is nothing that man can do to save his own self. Those that believe through hopelessness and despair may not have otherwise. Often it is when we are at our lowest that we look up and acknowledge that they is a God. We believe that someone who supersedes mere humanity, God, must be in control and has to be in order to set injustice right at some point.  In sum, there are many reasons why we believe. They are many forces and situations working for our own good even if we do not realize it or want to acknowledge it. 

So, does this mean that God is manipulative or can be manipulate? No, absolutely not, but he knows all His creation. He knows our hearts and the desires of our hearts. Jesus knew Judas’ heart even though Judas was one of His disciples for three and a half years. God knows what it takes to reach each and everyone of us. Yet, He does not compel us outside of free will. It is ultimately our choice. Some believe and some don’t. Presented with every situation in life that might compel them to believe some say yes to Jesus and others blatantly say no. So does this mean that God blesses some and not others even though when many of those that are often blessed do evil? What it means is that God compassionately allows blessing to come to some even though they will not believe in Him in the end because when all is said and done, they are without excuse. The lust of their hearts will condemn them in the end. They will not be able to say, “God I could not believe because my life was wretched and so I had no proof that you existed.” Not only has God given us all of creation to convict our hearts of Him, but he has given the hearts desires to many as evidence that He is real.  Furthermore, God did not make anyone poor so He can win their hearts. Life is still about choices. No one is locked into poverty or wealth. Many poor people have been exalted and many rich have been brought low.

I know people that have done hateful and ugly things to me, I see them prosper in their way in some things, but I am given to understand that when we say yes to Jesus, He is allowed to use us to bring others to Himself. If are willing and say, “here I am Lord, use me,” then He will use us. He will use us to show people the love of God. By our very disposition of not rendering evil for evil they will know that they is our God of love that resides in our heart. The joy of the Lord becomes our peace and it sustains us. Do you see how their salvation comes through your availability to be used by God? “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness sake’ Matthew 5:10a. What about those that were not impacted by your sacrifice or God’s grace? There are without excuse. There might be hope yet for some of those people and still some might never look the other way. Jesus lost one of the twelve, but look at what the eleven did and Judas’ replacement was the cream of the crop, Paul who once persecuted the Christians. Do not weary yourself in well doing. Our hope is not in this world but in the one to come. 

There are those that preach a prosperity gospel that all Christians are meant to be rich in this world. But Jesus himself stated that the poor will always be with us. So, are the poor the unbelievers? No, Jesus was referring to a state of economics. Jesus told the story of Lazarus and the rich man. When they both had died, Lazarus was in a place where his needs were being met and he was obviously contented with his new position. While on the other hand the rich man was in torments. Seeing Abraham afar off the rich man cried out for him to have mercy on him. This was Abraham’s response, “Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receiveth thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted, and thou are tormented” Luke 16:25.  A gospel of material prosperity for all is not scriptural. Jesus said He came to give us an abundantly life. If we only look at abundance as material, then we have missed the mark. It is in heaven that all things are abundant. “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth” Matthew 6:19a. “But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven” Matthew 6:20a.  “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” Matthew 6:21. 

Does this mean we can’t or shouldn’t be rich or have good things while dwelling on the earth? No, but what it means is, we should not allow these blessings to become our idols. We should use what God blessed us with to bless others. Pay fair wages, be charitable, and improve the standards of your community, family, and friends. The early church recorded in the book of Acts sets the standard for our wealth. They sold all that they had and redistributed so all needs were met. Consider this, how about talking tithes and instead of building a multimillion dollar edifice to God, who can not occupy it because of our religiousness, take it and redistribute it among the body. Imagine a church body where everyone has a home paid for, we would put banks out of business and change the course of world government. So instead we have multimillion dollar buildings that no one can afford to keep open because of high maintenance. Over eighty percent of the majority of congregations stays at the poverty level. Look at the census bureau’s website for statistics on poverty in America. It is not just the unbeliever that It poor. We ask for a redistribution of wealth, how about the church starting the process once again. “Neither was there any among them that lacked; for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at the apostles’ feet; and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need” Acts 4:34-35. Incredible isn’t it. 

So, what does this have to do with why evil people prosper? We imagine that evil exist only in the world. The church is filled with Ananias and Sapphira mentalities. Jesus said He is coming back for His church without spot or wrinkle. To get rid of spots you must rub and to get rid of wrinkles you must press hard sometimes applying heat. Far too often we find the same operations in the world occurring in the church. Sometimes it takes more effort to keep a believer in the church than it did to win them to the Lord. There is dissension in the ranks no matter where we look, but it ought not to be so. The long and short of all this is this, God’s desire is to try to reach us where we are. He uses everything at His disposal to draw us with His Spirit. We look at this as weakness, but it is mercy because He is longsuffering. Earthly parents have done some outrageous things for their children to save them from many situations. God gave His only Son for our every situation. So, evil people prosper because God wants to reach them, we suffer at times so that this can be possible because God spared not His own Son. God loves man, He hates man’s sins. We should stop looking at disparities as a cut and dry thing and realize the extent of God’s love. Do you want to see a miracle, look at some one who has no love for man or God prosper, can you see God’s love being poured out? Just remember we have all sinned and come short of God’s glory and need salvation. God did not deny us and He will not deny someone else.  

The most difficult thing for me to have learned was how to be compassionate to people who have personally hurt me. God taught me how to be still in the midst of the torrents of pain and humiliation they heaped upon me. In the end I saw God extending mercy where I would not in myself have been merciful. I experienced God creating in me a new heart and a new way of thinking, and in others I saw God stretching tent pegs to cover ugliness and extend mercy. I am in awe of God’s mercy. A vessel unused is of no value, but once put to use, it is worth a king’s ransom. Jesus is the King and He places value in us.  Do not be discouraged if He uses you in an extraordinary way to fell pride or change a disposition of the heart. Do not envy where grace is merciful. Do not covet where mercy must abound. Abraham and Job were righteousness men that God blessed materially. Yet Job was wise enough to say, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him” Job 13:15.  Can you yet trust him even when you see those that have wronged you still prospering? Sure you can. It is not about you, it is all about mercy. Let God’s mercy grow in your heart and you can look at those individuals with new eyes. You will see mercy walking where once there stood dead men walking. That is grace, Amazing!

Finally, all evil people will eventually meet their fate. History shows us this. There are infamously remembered, they have no living descendants because they have been cut off from the earth. Some are just a footnote on a page, and the multitudes of them are never to be remembered again. Not even their descendants will utter their names. It is as though they never existed. 

Psalm 37:1-40

A Psalm of David.

    [1] Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. [2] For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. [3] Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. [4] Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. [5] Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. [6] And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday. [7] Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. [8] Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. [9] For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth. [10] For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. [11] But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace. [12] The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth. [13] The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is coming. [14] The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such as be of upright conversation. [15] Their sword shall enter into their own heart, and their bows shall be broken. [16] A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked. [17] For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the Lord upholdeth the righteous. [18] The Lord knoweth the days of the upright: and their inheritance shall be for ever. [19] They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. [20] But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the Lord shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away. [21] The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth. [22] For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and they that be cursed of him shall be cut off. [23] The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in his way. [24] Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. [25] I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. [26] He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed. [27] Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore. [28] For the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever: but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. [29] The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever. [30] The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment. [31] The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. [32] The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him. [33] The Lord will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn him when he is judged. [34] Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. [35] I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree. [36] Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, but he could not be found. [37] Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace. [38] But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off. [39] But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord: he is their strength in the time of trouble. [40] And the Lord shall help them and deliver them: he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust in him. 
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