A Hedge of Separation


There is a hedge of protection about the church called Separation of Church and State.  Some imagine that this is a detriment to the Christian faith, but in actuality, this is a hedge of protection that keeps us as a light to the world. It is in this hedge that we can operate without fear of persecution. Religion within the state has proven in the past to be detrimental as we can see form the history of the Spanish inquisitions and the Christian Crusades. 


There are people who desire to place a gap in that hedge. Although the concept of separation of church and state are often misrepresented, the first proponent of this concept, Roger Williams back in mid-September of 1635 would still cry out, “The candlestick must remain walled in as we are a peculiar people unto Him, God”.


Separation of church and state simply means that the government cannot setup a national religion. History has shown that in such societies, except in Israel, it oppressed the free conscience of its citizens. This allows each of us to choose for ourselves. This is a God-given right. “Choose you this day who you will serve” Joshua 24:15. This is a choice that cannot be made for you. If our country were allowed to establish a national religion we would be forced to live under the tyranny of that faith. Islamic nations are an example and proof of this.


For us as believers, we have the opportunity in such a nation as ours to allow our light to shine. We are not in a bad situation if we can see this in a positive light. It is the world, as it comes to Christ that is “transplanted into our hedge” and so the hedge widens. Yes, there are those who are trying with all their might to use separation of church and state to silence us. A light cannot be silenced; it can only grow dim and go out. But if we who truly profess our faith remain steadfast to live a life holy and acceptable unto God, then the gates of hell shall not prevail. In the deepest darkest recesses of persecution, the true remnant shines even more brightly. This is why after two thousand years of persecution the church is still alive and well. 
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