And God said

By John Shipe

Mama Maybelle Carter sang this, playing on an autoharp and so dolefully that I never shall forget it.

Keep on the Sunny Side 
There’s a dark and a troubled side of life

There’s a bright and a sunny side too

Though we meet with darkness and strife

The sunny side we also may view.

Chorus;

So keep on the sunny side, 

always on the sunny side

Keep on the sunny side of life

‘cause it will help us every day

It will brighten up the way

If we keep on the sunny side of life.

 

The storm and its fury broke today

crushing homes that we’ve cherished so dear

Clouds and storms will, in time, pass away

The sun will again shine bright and clear.

 

(chorus)

So let us greet, with a song of hope, each day

Though the skies may be cloudy or fair

Let us trust in the Saviour alway

To keep us, every one, in His care.

 

(chorus)

So let us keep on the sunny side of life.

 

And God Said:
Finally, brethren, 

Whatsoever things are true,

Whatsoever things are honest,

Whatsoever things are just,

Whatsoever things are pure,

Whatsoever things are lovely,

Whatsoever things are of good report,

If there be any virtue, if there be any praise,

THINK ON THESE THINGS!! (Emphasis added) (Philippians 4:8-9)

These are stair steps – [you can say something that is true that is not lovely, etc….] The top of the ladder are things of good report – positive things you say, primarily about people.

I have had good friends of mine tell me that these “rose-colored glasses” that I choose to wear [for those English as a second language subscribers, this means that, in spite of how bad it looks, I see the good] keep me from seeing “reality.”

I don’t know for sure about that – it seems to me, from Revelation 21 and 22, that we win in the end; and it also seems to me, from both Mama Maybelle and God, that I oughta keep those rose colored glasses on

 

And this has been instilled in me by my mentor, Al Ward – he absolutely, positively will not allow me to be negative.  

My Timothy, Kevin (come here his POSITIVE testimony at our 3Rs startup on Saturday, 3 Nov), gave me a book to read called “The Secret.”  It was, and I guess is, on the NY Times bestseller list.  It certainly is not a Christian book (why not is for another time), but it certainly includes many Christian principles.  It insists on positiveness.

One of the neatest parts of it, that sticks with me is that it says that I should not, ever, say any negative ness.  i.e. I will always  say “As sure as Heaven” as opposed to “As sure as hell.”  I will say  “I will do this…”  as opposed to “I will NOT do that….”

And that’s what I want to do, from now on, forgetting “reality” and concentrating on those things that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of good report.

Bless you and yours!!

Brudder John

