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Legalism, or dependence on laws and regulations instead of God's grace, is rooted in spiritual pride and its intent is to bring us back into bondage. What do I mean? Well, like Joyce Meyer said, "Religion is hard but relationship is easy!" If I just have to follow a bunch of rules, then I begin to wonder, "How many commandments I can break and still get away with it?" Can I break 9 1/2 out of the 10? Or perhaps 9 3/4? See how it can all get perverted?


Or worse still, "God loves me more than He loves you because I kept all Ten Commandments and you only kept eight!" Now I can puff myself up with pride and stick my tongue out at you because I'm more holy than you!


Either way, legalism leads into bondage because we either are busy looking for the loopholes or think we're "Holier than Thou"! And besides, if I can't fulfill all those laws perfectly, I might as well forget it and go back to my sin because I failed God anyway. Do we really think we're going to win the world like that? No way!


This may all sound ridiculous but for years I was trapped in legalism in a church that said it trusted in God's grace. I felt like an utter failure and went back to the world…but God in His Love and Mercy said "No, Jorge… I love you and I want you back! Come to me and let me love you!" I couldn't let God love me…I failed Him! I sinned! I cussed God out! I flew into a rage and said out loud that I hated Him!


 Do you know what God did? He poured out yet more of His Love on me and kept at me until I turned back to Him. He was there with His arms wide open, ready to receive me back Oh, how grateful I am now for His Love! Anyone who knows me saw how wicked I was, but now I am entering into such joy and freedom in My Father's Love!

You can too! Just ask Him to show you how… He'll do the rest!
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