Being Contented

The long and short of man’s fall is that we are rarely contented and so we have a tendency to slip into the enemy’s schemes.  We say, if only I can get this, and then after we say, with just a little more I will be ok. It is always just a little more until we are further from the place of contentment than we intended.

I have heard many people say, “If I could only get this job I will be so happy.” The day after getting the job, then they say, “If I could only get this promotion or that raise I will be really happy.” We don’t seem to know when enough is enough. Well, it is enough when you open your eyes in the morning and find you are still in the land of the living. This is always true for those who are living below and under the poverty level. 

For other individuals that live at the standard and above, it is enough to just be there. Anything more than that is envy, covetousness, greed, self-indulgence, and may I say, gluttony. We learn too soon how not to be contented with our lot. If you are never contented you will never develop a heart for the lost. As long as you are consumed with meeting your own needs you will never have time to meet the needs of others. 


I know people who do not know how to dream for themselves and will deliberately steal your dreams. I also know others who do not know what life has to offer until they see what you have. I have encountered more people who will take what you have any way they can because they do not know how to acquire their own. At the end of the day they will claim they arrived at their position because they were cleaver and/or smart. I have found there is a major motivation for these behaviors; people are discontented with what they have. Usually I find that people are not discontented until they have seen what you have. 

It is a path that is off the straight and narrow but more people travel this path. When a person is contented they will seek you out for all the wrong reasons. When they have acquired all that you have they will drop you. When they fail to acquire your more significant acquisitions, they will seek to destroy you. Sometimes when we achieve things in life, we fail to realize the negative impact it can have on others and our own selves for that matter.


We must learn to be contented not just for our own sakes but for others. We have a responsibility to alter the cultures we identify with. Those individuals you influenced to acquire what you possessed without knowing it will soon become disillusion by all their acquisitions if you come to your place once again of contentment then pass the test of true contentment. Jesus told the young rich ruler to sell all that he had and follow him. The young man walked away disillusioned. Do you see? He was contented to leave all he had. He was disillusion by what Jesus had to offer him even though it was greater than all he had. 
“Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content” Philippians. 4:11.
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