Count the Cost


Count the cost of sharing the gospel and living your life as Christ would have you to. We never really think about what it would cost in terms of gains. Most often we look at what we might loose and so we do nothing in fear that our losses would be much more than our gains. We think that we will be shamed by the world, by our family and friends for stepping out front and doing the right thing, but we do not realize that they are waiting for us to do the right things so they can gain the courage to do them as well. 


Everyone knows that it benefits all when we do the right thing but today we live in a world where right is considered wrong and prudish. No one wants to appear “not with it.” We all want to belong and that sense of acceptance drives us to do what is expected rather than what is required and practical.  We are afraid to count the cost in terms of eternity because all we can see and fathom are those things that are temporal. 


Jesus was our example and so were the apostles who count nothing lost but everything gained in their labor for the gospel. Just imagine what these men and thousands more in the last two thousands year have done for the sake of reaching the lost with the good news. They knew that to live is Christ and to die is gain. 


We live in a world that tells us if it feels good do it and get all that you can before the other person gets their’s and yours. In reality, nothing gained in this manner is lasting. What feels good is often demoralizing and debasing to us and to others. We certainly do not see any awards or material goods packed in a casket when one meets death.  What we do see when we do the right things and speak the truth of the gospel is life being transformed and life being lived abundantly with hope no matter what may come. 


We see that people who were living on the edge of life, in despair, in shame, and discarded by the world becoming new men and women with testimonies that have a greater impact than receiving an Oscar award. If we are truly practical about what we gain in the long run we would be more earnest at the things of God. We must count the cost in terms of Christ. He is the basis and foundation of all things to be gained. We must remember where we sit, in heavenly places, and so our thinking must be transformed to our position in Christ so we can do those things that are necessary so that lives can be saved unto eternal life and not death. We offer life to the lost and the cost of that is that in light of eternity doing the right thing has an eternal value.  Paul realized the impact of not counting the cost. “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost” 2 Corinthians 4:3. It is costing them eternal life!
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