Declare who God is
Are we the only ones that God calls “His sheep?” Jesus speaks of other sheep that are His also. He leaves us clues as to who they are. Acts 10:34-35 states, “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.”  “But” is what we fail to see.


“But in every nation…is accepted with Him.” It means exactly that, God will accept anyone that fears Him and work righteousness from any nation. We Christians have thought for far too long that we are God’s special kids and no one else. This is clearly not true according to these verses. As a matter of clarity, Cornelius in Acts 10:1-2 was not a Jew but a gentile but he worshipped God. “There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always.”


Isn’t it funny as you continue to read this chapter that we realize that Peter had to tell Cornelius who this God was that he worshipped. Acts 10:36-43 “The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree:  Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead.  And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.  To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.” Isn’t it funny that God acknowledged Cornelius before Peter got to him?


 What does all this say about us? We make God into a respecter of persons because someone says they worship the True and Living God even if they simply refer to Him as God. Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! So you say this is blasphemy, but read the scripture and see that God honored Cornelius. Who are we rejecting that God has received and has declared them not “common or unclean.”  Remember, before you knew His name you called Him God. He was an entity, a being, a spirit that existed somewhere out there. You met him like the rest of us through His son. You found out who Jesus was and then you recognized and acknowledged His Father. It is often the same with many others out there. We scare them away from God because we are too dogmatic and judgmental about who and what they believe. “Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.” Acts 17:22-23. Instead of judging, make a declaration of who God is.
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