Does every good idea come from God?


Does every good idea come from God? I do not believe that scripture teaches that every good idea comes from God. Matthew 7:11 states, “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? “ So we see here that evil people can give good gifts. Yet not to the extent or on the basis as the Father gives. The Father gives not just to His own children but to them that ask Him. In other words the evil man can or would only give to His own, but God can and do give to all. 


Now the issue of ideas is this, an evil person has some good intentions and ideas as our Heavenly Father or a believer. This does not mean that a non-believer’s good ideas come from God. We are all capable of coming up with a good idea but that does not mean that the idea we conceive comes directly from the Father. Job 28:20 states, “Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding?” Yet Job 28:28 declares, “And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.”  In other words, the foundation of any good idea must be paved in wisdom and understanding if it truly comes from God. 

An idea without wisdom is no use. It can easily be corrupted and take us down a path we never intended to go. Good ideas are ok, but when wisdom and understanding is not applied then we run the risk of perverting a good thing. Satan has been around for all of man’s existence, he is keenly aware of our weaknesses. He knows just how to manipulate us to think we have come up with something new and profound. But still Solomon reminds us that “The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun” Ecclesiastes 1:9. No new thing means, no new thing!  Job 38:36 states, “Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts? or who hath given understanding to the heart? “Satan can give us a good idea as well as the Lord, but when God gives us a good idea it comes with wisdom and understanding. 

Anyone can have a good idea that does not come from God. Satan has a lot of good ideas, but the difference is it is intended for perversion. “Let not then your good be evil spoken of” Romans 14:16. We must learn to guard our good thoughts so the enemy can not come in and pollute it or make it perverse. We must also consider that some people simply just have bad intensions. “O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things” Matthew 12:34-35. People can find a foundation of truth to lay their bed of lies on if they look hard enough. 

We must be discerning and stop coddling individuals who have use a truth principle to deceive even the very elect. We must speak out against evil ideas that are formulated on truth because it is deception.  Are we not our brother’s keepers? Just remember, wisdom and understanding comes from God and if an idea is coupled with these. Although a good unscriptural idea can succeed it will not produce good fruit. 
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