Don’t be Discouraged

By Luis Morales

“But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.” 2 Timothy 2:20


When I accepted Christ in my life, I thought I was going to all saints inside the church building, but I soon realized that the church building is a haven of sinners. I found many issues confronting the church: judging, slandering, jealousy, and even hatred. All these were prevalent inside the church building where I fellowshipped. 

These were the same issues I found in the world but I never thought I would confront them inside the church. Brother against brother and sister against sister; it got so bad that those who were unfortunate to see what was going on decided to move on. Good fellowship was hard to find as people flee from the insanity. The church in many ways was a lonely place.

While these issues were unfolding, I also realized a great moving of the Holy Spirit was occurring at the same time. It was so powerful that the restrictions on how one should express themselves were eradicated. Those who knew nothing or little about the Bible or the gospel sensed something very special in the air, a great moving was taking place, the Holy Spirit was moving and many were falling at the feet of Christ. It was almost like a cleansing.

I learned a lesson from my first experience within the church. That lesson is, don’t look at what is happening in the building, but look at what is occurring on the inside of the temple. That temple is the true body of Christ that holds itself accountable for our every action. This is the heart of the believer where the Holy Spirit resides; the believer who has forsaken the carnal man and have allow Christ to raise them up in His image. 

I have since learned not to be discouraged. After all, we all have sinned and come short of God’s glory as is stated in Romans 3:23. I have also learned that “For to be carnally minded is death: but to be spiritually minded is life and peace” Romans 8:6. With this in mind, the negative social issues confronting the church would be eradicated. Sometimes our Christian walk can be painful, but we have to remember “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. Do not judge your experience by the works of the flesh. Even in the church building there is flesh and there is spirit; learn to discern the difference. 
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