Eyes that See Jesus:
From the Cradle of Our Salvation to the
Mountain of Our Resurrection –



               Karen Nadeau

Scripture:  Luke 2: 25-36

The stories of Simeon and Anna are told only in Luke’s gospel.  Both of them are senior citizens, in today’s terminology, long past their prime.  Both had waited faithfully, serving God in the temple with perseverance and prayer.  Both were expecting to see Messiah in their life times.  Both were in the temple when Joseph and Mary brought him to be dedicated to the Lord.


While Scripture doesn’t give us much background on either of these two New Testament saints, it is safe to surmise that their lives had not been easy. Anna was married only 7 years when her husband died, leaving her a widow for 84 years.  How she handled her widowhood, in a time and era when it wasn’t common for women to work, Scripture doesn’t say.  What it does say, however, is what we need to know.  Anna didn’t become an embittered soul.  Instead, she chose to wait upon the Lord and serve Him all of her days.  And God rewarded her greatly.  Before the cross had taken place, Anna saw Jesus.  She knew immediately who He was and she hurried to tell others about Him.  


Simeon’s story is much like Anna’s. We aren’t told much about his past, but we do know that he was up in years.  The difference in their stories is that Simeon had been promised in a dream that he would see Jesus before he died.  As always, God’s faithfulness prevailed.  Simeon was present in the courtyard of the temple the day Mary and Joseph brought their 8-day old son to be dedicated to the Lord.  Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, Simeon knew this was the promised Messiah.  Introducing himself to the Child and his earthly parents, Simeon offered up praises to God because with “his eyes he had seen his salvation.” (Luke 2:30).  

“Lord, thank you for sending Your Son Jesus to be our salvation.”
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