Fishers of Men

Matthew 4:19 

    And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. 


But He said “follow me!” We want to be fishers of men but we do not follow Him. We follow a pastor, or a ministry, or a plan. So really, what does it mean to follow Him? Following Jesus means as He went along He spoke of the Father. It all happened as He was going along. We spend too much time planning where we are going, how we are getting there, and then when we get there we are too exhausted to do anything. The bait gets lost and the reel becomes tangled. 


We focus on the messenger rather than the message when we travel with a group or an organization. When the person that is leading us fails us we jump ship prematurely.  But Jesus said to follow Him. Why can’t we separate the messenger, pastors, group leaders and organizations, from the message? Why can’t we simply keep our eyes focused on the prize, the lost souls, and look only to Jesus?


When we follow He will make us fishers of men. When we follow someone or something else they often break us. We do not come out as fishers of men but damaged and broken. But the whole purpose of going is so that we can fish for the souls. It is so that we bring in the catch of the day or the moment. 
Have we truly lost sight of the kingdom of men? Have we allowed the enemy to supplant other outcomes other than the souls of men? The harvest is in the souls, not buildings, not anything other than winning the souls. What good is healing someone and they die in their sins. Every need that is being met must end in a soul coming to the Lord. Good works are sending thousands to hell. We must go after the souls, but don’t let the catch get away because instead of seeing the catch all we focus on is the reel. 

Jesus is the bait – His love, His sacrifice, His way, His truth is what we cast out with. If only we follow He will make us fishers of men. 
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