Forgiveness when it still hurts
The hardest thing about forgiving is not in forgiving itself, it is when the act that causes the situation in the first place is an on going situation. So how do you forgive in a continual cycle of offenses? Believe it or not, it is in forgiving moment by moment. It is as though you are walking on egg shells while living in a state of constant forgiveness, as in having to fend off new occurrences and staying on constant guard not to retaliate or offend back.


It is like hoping beyond hope for the situation to turn and total peace to come not knowing if it will. Like being in a battle with the fighting constantly raging about, you do not know when the cease fire or truce will commence. You keep doing what you must living in a constant state of forgiveness, but with a mindset as not to be the offender. In a cease fire or truce, you are in a constant state of anxiety in hope that no one breaks the peace.


Forgiveness when it is a constant should never be abandoned although it is not the ideal situation for a believer. But in actuality, this is exactly the conditions we are living in. Darkness is always trying to encroach on light; lies are constantly trying to usurp truth. In such a constant, one must endure to the end because this is how we overcome. 


How do we apply such truths? We must realize that such conflicts whether brought on by ourselves, others, or are of a natural course of life; we must understand how God desires to use them to strengthen our resolve to follow Him. Our faith and the constant threat from the enemy are in constant conflict. We continue to have faith when we are constantly being tried. A soldier becomes a specialist in his field the longer he remains on the battlefield in that position. 

The walk is no different. If you want to overcome a situation, the more you are engaged in that situation, the more skilled you are at overcoming. So forgiveness when it still hurts is training ground. It grows you for something you have no clue is coming. It prepares you for the big battle, this way you make fewer mistakes where it counts. Our first inclination is to abandon the situation, not try, give up, give in, run and hide, but we must face life face on because “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world”  1 John 4:4. 


Don’t throw in the towel, don’t surrender just yet. You are being pressed out because God is trying to infuse something in you that will be the thing to help you acquire the prize. Too soon we allow the hurt to throw us off track; too soon we allow the pain and discomfort to besiege us when in fact we have hold of the upper ground from where we are. The ultimate plan for this type of training is this, when enough doors have been slammed in your face because you shared the gospel, you will still continue to knock on other doors because you know the battle must be won at all cost. We forgive those who refused the gospel so we can go to those who have yet to hear. We forgive those that have harmed us because we too are in need of forgiveness – and yes, the Father has extended forgiveness to each of us.
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