Going the Distance for Christ

What exactly does it mean going the distance for Christ? Can we actually go the distance for Christ or is it really that he takes us the distance. I think it means the latter. However to get there requires a complete surrendering of ones self to Christ.  Certainly if it were possible for any of us to go the distance ourselves, we would clearly not require Christ to get us there.


Going the distance requires a strength and ability that we lack. It requires stamina, determination, and the supernatural to get us to the prize. It is due to the indwelling of the blessed Holy Spirit that we are capable of accomplishing the impossible. How many of us would have been able to endure the passion of Christ considering he was innocent and self sacrificial to the end. 


It is one thing to suffer for a wrong committed by ones own self, but to do it for another and the entire human race is most difficult. Indeed they have been men of renowned that have sacrificed much for the sake of others; yet none come within the realm of what Christ accomplished. 


It is easy to see that it is possible to accomplish a great feat for those we love and the good of the world, but when the sacrifice is also for the undeserving as well, there goes the breaking point of man. We can easily say one might surrender life and limb for the love of one’s life, but to say one might do it for a villain like Hitler would be to say it is asking the impossible. It is the impossible for mere man. 

Yet we see the Lord committed to the end for even such a one as Hitler. No distinction was made at the death of Christ on the cross. For God so loved the world, which is inclusive of all of humanity, good and bad alike; and that whosoever believe, good character or bad, saint or scoundrel. 


Going the distance requires more than humanly possible. It requires the supernatural, the extraordinary, and the phenomenal. Only grace can take one the distance. Grace personified must be activated and discharged to finish the race. Let no man think himself more highly than he ought. After all, the servant is not greater than his master. 


With this in mind, the believer can now put his struggle to finish the race in perspective. When we realize that finishing the race is based on how much we surrender to the Lord, then we can have hope of reaching the prize. Come now Holy Spirit, come in and reside, and when the morning light I see, it will be both you and I when I arrive. 
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