
Greater Love

    “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” John 15:13. What does it mean to lay down your life for a friend? God demonstrated this to us when He gave His only begotten Son for us. 


Do we really understand what this means or is it something we only think about on the day the world remembers as Easter Sunday. Friendship is a difficult thing to understand in this day and age. Some people consider friendship as something that one participates in when the other party is in agreement with them. Many times it is self serving. Some are in it until they get what they want and then it is over. Some do not even consider what it cost the other person just to be their friend. 


Greater love means exactly that. Your love for the other person is greater than their love for you or for themselves. Greater love is sacrificial although the other party might not see it as such. If it cost you something then it is greater love. God loves us so much He gave us His Son yet many of us reject Him although it cost Him something. 


Greater love does not retaliate. Man sinned against God and He gave His Son. Greater love does not oppress. God’s commandments are not grievous to us. Greater love does not bully. Although God gave His all for us, it is still our choice if we accept His gift. Greater love does not instigate. God do not provoke us even though He is mighty in power to compel us if He should desire to do so. Greater love does not betray. When Satan comes before God as an accuser of the brethren, God reminds him of the price His Son paid for our redemption. Greater love does not impose. God does not impose Himself on us, He patiently waits for us to invite Him into our lives. Greater love does not usurp. God desires fellowship and intimacy with us and He does not exact it from us.

These are the things that draw us to the Almighty God. These are the things that become our standard in life. These are the things that make us truly the children of God. Greater love lays it all on the line. Jesus laid it all down, what are we willing to lay down for Him, or for a friend? Greater love cost something, are we willing to pay the price? Are we willing to give of ourselves without expecting anything in return? 

So it must be with those who are lost. We must be willing to show greater love no matter what the cost might be. We must be willing to go the distance.  That means to the uttermost parts of the world.
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