He is the Rock

Matthew 16:13-18 

    [13] When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? [14] And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. [15] He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? [16] And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. [17] And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. [18] And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 


Jesus asked a simply question and got an answer from Peter, “But whom say ye that I am?” and Peter said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus’ poignant response was that the truth of who He is was not revealed by man, but by the Father and this was revealed to Peter. In other words, others were saying that He, Jesus, was either John the Baptist, Elias, Jeremiah, or one of the other prophets. Their conclusion was based on Jesus’ words and actions. It was He is either this one, like that one, or could be anyone else. In Peter’s response, he was certain who Jesus was. Peter said, “Thou art.” There was no doubt in Peter’s mind because as Jesus said, this knowledge was revealed by the Father Himself. On the other hand, the others had doubt.

Many ascribe Jesus’ response to Peter as though He is saying to Peter that He will build His church upon Peter, but in actuality, Jesus is saying that upon this truth which was spoken by Peter is the foundation onto which He will build His church. In plain English, Jesus said, Peter, I will build my church on exactly what you said; I am the Christ, the Son of the Living God. This is the foundation of the church; it is the corner stone, the very rock that the church has been established on. Do you get it? Jesus is saying that He will and has built His church on the principal that He is who He says and who Peter says that He is, the Christ, the Son of the living God. This is the simply truth which others have taken out of context. 


We are saved because Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ of God. He is the corner stone which the builders rejected. He is the plan God set in motion to restore humanity to Him if we would only repent and believe in His son. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me,” John 14:6. It is upon this truth that the church is founded and not Peter. It was upon the word that Peter confessed that the church is established. Who do you say Jesus is, and who is your foundation laid on?
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