Hemolele

While in Hawaii I learned an incredible word that speaks volumes to me about the process of renewing one’s mind in relation to holiness. I often thought that holiness was inaccessible to me and that it was something that only extreme religious men could achieve. I now realize through a simple Hawaiian word that to be holy is quite accessible as it conveys the “how to” of holiness.

In English, the word “holy” does not convey much except that something might be beyond our reach – holy is conveyed as only a God thing and many of us venture to consider the fact that we can be as God – “holy.”  We are to be holy as He is holy.

Leviticus 11:44-45 

    For I am the Lord your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. [45] For I am the Lord that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy. 

Leviticus 19:2 

    Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy. 

Romans 11:16 

    For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 

We are the branches engrafted through the shed blood of Christ. We too are called to be holy. So are we called to something unattainable? No! Holiness is attainable if you are a child of God. The word “Hemolele” conveys that. The first part of the word “Hemo” means to loose, separate, untied – we say in general to put off, put away, remove, and get rid of. So in this sense the first part of being holy is to get rid of all the junk in us or put it out of us. Christ has made this expedient to us as He has become the one we give our junk to, He has become our dumping ground; we “hemo” to Christ our junk.
The second part of this word is “lele” which means to move. As we get rid of our junk then Christ can move in and take up residence - making us holy. The more junk we give or pass to Him, the more room is made for Him to move in and make us holy as He is holy. So, “hemolele” conveys the “how to” of holy. It says that as we dump the junk, Christ moves in and we become holy. Now we see that God telling us to be holy is not an impossible thing to do. Hemo your junk! Lele Christ! Be holy as He is holy.
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