How do we know we are progressing?

How do we know we are progressing? Some people think we are progressing when we have a barrage of dreams and visions. They think that dreams and visions should be a constant in one’s life to realize the manifestation of the Holy Spirit. But this is not true. God often speak to us by dreams and visions as a way to get our attention at first. Once He gets our attention He keeps our attention in other ways. 

When we are simply too carnal to understand spiritual things we keep looking for the dreams and the visions. I think He uses the ordinary day-to-day things like the parables Jesus used to confound the Pharisees with to speak to us. He uses His written word by giving to us more and more revelation. Sometimes it is an audible voice or a wee small voice. Sometimes He will send a prophetic word to confirm what He has already told us or shown us. I use to think that God speaks to us first and any prophetic word would only confirmation but I think that is only traditional teaching. Saul didn’t know he would be king, nor did David. When Samuel spoke to them about their calling it was the first time they heard or imagined such a thing. God still works this way. 
God uses many ways to speak to each of us because we are so different. When He can’t get through to us one way – with a believer it should be by way of maturity, He uses another. He might start at the very rudimental level and grow us unto the revealed level which is maturity. By revealed level I mean, when one can open the word of God and the Holy Spirit enlightens one to truth that has been there all the while but gone unnoticed. The bible becomes like an onion with many layers that must be pealed way one layer at a time. 1 Samuel 3:7 states, “Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the word of the Lord yet revealed unto him.” “In those days; there was no open vision,” I Samuel 3:1. Like Samuel we also have or had our time when the word of the Lord was not yet revealed unto us. What will you do when dreams, visions and prophecy cease? Can you still hear from God?
One way to know you are progressing is when you move away from the milk – the dreams and visions and God can now speak His revealed word through the Holy Spirit – the deep things of God. This does not mean that dreams and visions will no longer have a place in your life but it means that you are not reliant on dreams and visions which the enemy can manipulate you with. What do I mean? I have noticed that with dreams and visions people has a tendency to run to everyone they know to enquire about the meaning of them. The enemy can use those opportunities to feed into your thinking fanciful things. You must wait on the Holy Spirit to reveal and confirm – His way not yours and in His timing not yours.
Joseph bragged about his dream of the eleven stars and the sun and moon bowing down to him. He was betrayed by his brothers for it. But when Pharaoh had his dream Joseph sought God for the interpretation and he saved his entire family – 70 souls. Yes, then his dream was fulfilled at the appointed time after Pharaoh’s dream was manifested. Do you see? What you saw might be waiting for someone else’s dream to be made manifest so let God have His timing. Just know that if He gave you the dream or the vision He is making progress and in His divine timing you will make your progress. If you are faithful in the little things He will bring you into Egypt where you can save your family or even your nation. Until then, the harvest is plentiful – go and preach the gospel!
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