How to deal with difficult people

When difficult people present themselves before you, you must learn how to be still in their presence. Their purpose is to engage you so they can disengage you.  You, too soon, attempt to defend yourself and rebut their every word, because you know that they are being difficult, and you prefer the upstarts to be stopped dead in their tracks. 

But it is not for you to lay waste their ill manners or ill will. You must learn to be still and know that God is yet in control of them.  Our natural inclination is to render tick for tat because we feel that we must reduce them to nothing before they do it to us. No! This is not God’s will. David dealt with a difficult Saul for twenty years and never did He incline his heart to speak or do evil to Saul. 

This same David became the man God sad was after His own heart. Do you want to be a man or woman after God’s own heart or do you want to be as ill tempered as those difficult people you must endure? It is not weakness to be in the presence of the ill mannered or the trifling soul that means to do you harm. God sees it as a moment of character building. He will use the moment to refine you and define who you are in Him. 
Resist the temptation to lower your standard. Resist even when you know that you are more than capable of giving them what for. James 4:7 states, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” It is ultimately him who is instigating the situation. He wants to bring you low so that everyone can say, “See, she/he said there are a Christian.” This is the goal of the enemy. 

That person who fails to see how the enemy is using them to waylay you will not see how they are being used because they are blinded by their own self centeredness. Be still in the midst of difficult people. When the opportunity presence, then, show kindness and spare someone’s life as David once spared Saul’s life even thought he could have ended his own misery at one thrust of a dagger. 

It is not about ending the difficult situation; it is about God using each moment to build you into the man or woman that He delights in. Allow God to delight in you, resist for the moment. Speak kindly even though a harsh word would send the offender running with tail between legs. Respond with love and bask later in victory. Jesus spoke not a word on His own defense, and look, we now have access to the throne of grace. Resist just a little longer so someone else may see the light and so also gain access to the throne of grace. 
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