Ignite your Community with the Love of Christ


There is an old song from the seventies praise and worship that say, “It only takes a spark to get a fire going…You want to pass it on.” This is still how you would ignite your community with love today. Just by simply lighting a fire of love in each person you meet, engage in conversation, help, speak life to, or walk in love with.  

A community is ignited when the body of Christ does the extraordinary thing in ordinary situations. It is taking the extra time to beautify something before you pass it on, it is taking the time to stop and help without simply calling 911. It is meeting a need and also praying, not just saying I’ll pray for you. 


Passing it on also means not expecting something in return, but rather that, the good deed or words, should be seeded into the life of someone else. It means going the proverbial mile in someone else’s shoes or being the biblical Good Samaritan when all else tells you you’ve noting tangible to gain. So, the spark is ignited and whether it is realized or not, people will begin to do extraordinary things in the name of Jesus without realizing they are walking a walk. 

Where does one start? We start with the first action taken and with the first words spoken in any situation. Saying the right thing even when we don’t feel like it, doing the right thing even if it takes enormous effort; whatever that situation calls for just simply going the distance. It is easier yet if you can picture that individual(s) as the bride of Christ.  

Picture each one having the same opportunity, potential, and access to grace as you do. See them as Christ would see them as “whosoever.” “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” John 3:16. We are never certain who the “whosoever” is until after, sometimes long after the fire has been ignited, and reignited, stroked, and sometime reignited and stroked and stroked again.


No matter, it gives others the opportunity to get that fire going. There is a pilot light in everyone; there is also a pilot light in every community. It is often unseen amidst the day-to-day goings-on in a community or an individual’s personal life. Nonetheless, it is there and we only need to turn the burner on in order to ignite it.  


Go on, kindle your fire, stroke it, let love rise up in you toward others in your community and let’s have a bon fire. Let your community glow with ambers of your love, Christ in you, leaping out toward your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, and the strangers among you.  Do something that you would normally balk at, give away something that means the world to you, take a small fortune and invest it in someone else’s dream, allow Christ like business ethics to ignite a chain reaction in other businesses, or if all you are capable of doing is bringing up someone else’s trash receptacle from the curb, then do it! Whatever measure you have acquired, it is from that place you can begin to stroke the flame of Christ in your community.
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