John’s Inoculation Against The Corrections Department

By John Shipe
The following presume that you have chosen to be “born again.”

1. Find yourself absolutely disgusted with and sick of what YOU have gotten yourself into.  In a word – Repent. 

2. Lots of folks have probably said lots of unpleasant things about you, probably including your parents.  But know what God says about you - that you are His child, made in His image.  In three words – The King’s Kid! 

3. Understand that God your Father is not mad at you – see the parable of the prodigal son. 

4. Take your hands off and give your Father a chance to take care of business.  In a word – Forgive.  You do NOT “gotta do what I gotta do.” {By the way, that forgiveness includes yourself} 

5. Decide to do it His way.  “Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven…”  In other words - God, do it Your way, beginning in this earthen vessel that I am. 

6. When (not if) you mess it up, get in God’s Washing Machine – I John 1:9:  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

7. Diligently seek out a Paul/mentor, Barnabus/homeboy, and Timothy/someone into whose life you are imparting.  YOU find ‘em!  Make these three, along with your wife if you have one, the center of your life in this world. 

8. Stay away from mad people: stop listening to mad music: stop watching mad or suggestive or just plain stupid TV. 

9. If there is any question, remember I Corinthians 6:19-20:  “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price [the blood of Christ].  Therefore, honor God with your body.”  You are not yours!! No mas! 

10. Choose to stop your “stinkin’ thinkin’.”  “Finally, brothers, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, THINK on these things.” (Philippians 4:8) 

11.  You are “fearfully and wonderfully made.”  You didn’t get to where you are overnight and you won’t change overnight either, other than changing the direction you are going.
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