Introduction to Faith 101
By Dr. Jorge Vargas

I was reading a book called “Disappointment wit God” by Phillip Yancey. In the book the author describes his conversation with a young man named Richard who is angry with God because a number of things had happened in his life which left him bitterly disappointed and discouraged. He had gone through his parents’ divorce, health problems, loss his job prospect and breaking up with his fiancée. 


Richard had asked the question “If God is a loving God, why is He letting me suffer like this?”  I wondered to myself how I would respond to this question. I don’t respond lightly nor do I intend to dismiss the suffering of an individual such as Richard, but I have learned a lot form God’s University.

What did God teach me in the Wilderness of Faith? First and foremost, that we shouldn’t load God down with a list of our own expectations and then get mad when God doesn’t give us what we want. He reached out to us in love, saved us form self-destruction, and then we ask God, “Why am I suffering?”


Look no further than your bathroom mirror. It shows us the problem each and every time. We bring a lot of our suffering on ourselves. The rest comes form others whose behavior negatively impacts our lives. So why does God always get the blame?


The way we look at adversities often distresses us. We see them as setbacks or failures but God sees them as opportunities: for faith to rise, for prayer to grow more passionate, for a miracle to occur, for us to choose Him over despair, and for us to love Him more in the midst of our agony. 


God has to break down our self-made kingdom into tiny little bits so that we can’t put it back together again. That is how He will build His Kingdom in us. You may have heard it said that a self-made man is always an example of poor workmanship. I know from personal experience that this is true. 


Have you ever ended up trashing something that you tried to assemble on Christmas morning because you dove into the project while the instructions fell to the floor, ignored and trampled under everyone’s feet? Oh, you have to assemble part A before you attach Part B?...OOPS! Too late! Don’t we treat the Bible like that? We only consult it after we have made a mess out of our lives!


God has done too much for me to hurl accusations at Him. He gave me His Word, His Spirit and His Son! He gave me Life itself. What more could anyone ask for? If anything, we should be thanking Him for what He has spared us form, not blaming Him for what He wisely places in our lives so that we can grow to love and trust Him more.


I pray that God would give me words of wisdom and compassion to answer the Richards out in the world and that through my testimony they would be drawn to Christ in love.
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