Involved but not Entangled

Galatians 5:1 

    Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 


I know what it is to be entangled – this is true for most of us. Entangled means that you have not only become involved in a matter, but you are also entangled to the point where the problem is no longer someone else’s but yours. Basically, you have acquired someone’s problem in the midst of helping them deal with their own problems.


It is like sharing the gospel and rather then relying on the Holy Spirit to do the work of conviction and regeneration, we try to man handle that person’s life. We take on all their cares and thinking we are making a difference we are causing them to be dependent on us rather than on God. This is enabling and soon we have a disabled believer whom we can’t seem to disentangle ourselves from.


The liberty in which we receive through Christ is really quite simple. He says to cast all our cares upon Him for He cares for us. Yet, we insist that others cast their cares upon us so that we can micro-manage their walk. It is like a pharmacist giving a customer their meds and then going home with them to ensure they take it. That pharmacist will soon be entangled and he will not have time for other customers and they will soon perish. 


Involved means we do what is required and no more. Does that mean we can not walk an extra mile with someone in need? No! It means that when that time comes to go the extra mile, it will not be an entanglement to you or to them. You will be at the one mile mark without realizing it and you will be able to turn aside and move on because you are not entangled.

If you depend on the Holy Spirit to move you along, you will be free from entanglement. We can be involved in evangelizing a person without becoming someone’s all-in-all. We want to grow spiritually sound believers who can easily be weaned from milk to meat – winning other souls.


Bondage is anything that keeps you from being free to move about. If you want to go to the uttermost parts of the world with the gospel, you must be able to move on. Sometimes we become so entangled that we can’t move on. There are also people out there that will prevent you from moving on because they do not have a vision for their own life. They will usurp your life and your dreams for theirs. They will spiritually stalk your life and emulate all of you thinking they are in the Father’s will. Disentangle yourself from such associations. Sometimes involved might mean not getting involved at all – yet you are consciously involved. 
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