Is it Carnal or Spiritual?

By Norma Molina

We must always ask ourselves this important question.  Is what I am planning or doing carnal or spiritual?  You might think this is a foolish question, but it isn’t.  First, we need to establish that God’s work is spiritual in nature and He uses spirit –led Christians to accomplish His work.  Our motto should be “Not My Will, but Thine Be Done.” Luke 22:42

In our zeal to work and do great things for God, our carnal nature sometimes gets in the way.  The primary cause of getting ahead of God is not being focused on what God wants us to do and when he wants us to do it.  It is quite often very difficult for Christians to WAIT for God’s timing.  So we get restless and begin to plan and see how we can help God accomplish the work We think He wants us to do.  Proverbs 3:19 tells us that by wisdom the earth was founded; but by understanding it was established; therefore, zeal without wisdom and understanding is destructive and futile.  Human zeal compels us to do things God has not called us to do.  The devil takes over by leading us to unrealistic expectations outside of God’s timing and void of God’s anointing.
The enemy enjoys getting us busy doing good things that we neglect our spiritual daily devotions.  When he sees us at our weakest point,  he is able to captivate us with promising hopes and fake dreams. So we proceed to accomplish God’s will without the companionship and fellowship of Jesus.

The Bible is full of men and women who decided to do things their way and take matters into their own hands and we have a record of their terrible consequences.  An example of getting ahead of God’s plan is when Sarah, Abraham’s wife, couldn’t wait for her child, and conceded to allow Abraham to take Hagar as a wife and bear him a child.  Hagar had Ishmael and years later Sarah became pregnant with the child God had promised her.  This act produced unfavorable consequences that have had a lasting effect to this day.

We cannot expect for human methods to work over spiritual methods.  Human ways will create bigger problems in the end; however, spiritual plans ordered by God will build, establish, strengthen, and honor God. 
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