Judgment in the House
It is often said that judgment begins first in the house of the Lord. Judgment came to Israel in Ezekiel’s day because the people had done abominable things in the land and in the temple before the Lord. God send judgment on the people and the word says, “Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house” Ezekiel 9:6.


Judgment comes when men know what is right and still do what is wrong. It is a conscious decision to do what is evil in the sight of the Lord. Isn’t it interested that all evil doers were to be slain but “…they began at the ancient men which were before the house.” In other words, these were the prophets, priest, and Levites that served before the Lord in the temple. We who have gained access to the throne of God by grace through Jesus our Lord and Savior are guilty of the same deeds. 


As in Ezekiel’s time, they knew right and choose to do evil in the sight of God. Every time we neglect to preach the good news, forsake the assembling of ourselves, make disciples, and go ye therefore we are doing evil. God cannot raise us up to do exploits because we are comfortable asking him to bless us with a new car, a new house, new clothing, to fatten our bank accounts, etc. We have brought our idols to the house of God in our hearts. “Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should I be enquired of at all by them?” Ezekiel 14:3. 


Do you see? There is no difference. We have put stumblingblocks in the way of what is required. We are required to “go ye therefore” but we can’t go because we haven’t left a thing behind. We think we are righteous but our righteousness is like filthy rags. We think the sinner will face judgment long before we do, but judgment will come first to us. God is getting ready to clean house. He is taking out the trash. It is time for us to be washed in crimson blood and be sanctified in the Holy Spirit. It is time for the church to be repentant so the lost can seek the face of the Lord. 


God is merciful and grace abounds. We are no longer under the penalty of sin, but the lost is as long as they do not repent. God desires that none should be lost and He desires that we live a life that is completely representative of His Son. That means that we must allow grace to do its work in us and clean us up thoroughly. It starts at this point; the point from where you recognize that you are in the wrong. We can withhold judgment “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” 2 Chronicles 7:14. He wants to heal us but only “if.” 


Let not judgment come to the house, let us rather put away the idols from our hearts and the stumblingblocks from before our eyes and serve the Lord. 
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