Lay it Aside
John 15:13 

    Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 


What does it really means to “…lay down his life…?”  Is it saying that real love for one another is laying down one’s life – giving up the ghost so to speak? I don’t think so. I think laying down one’s life also means laying aside one’s life activities to be available for someone in need. I think God is saying to us that we should lay a side any hindrance that might keep us from being our brother’s keeper. 


Have you ever told a friend that you were too busy to come to their aid? Have you every made the excuse to a ministry that the reason you could not be a soul winner is because you had to work? What about saying you were not ready or did not have the training? All these are excuses. 


Laying down one’s life means just that, whatever might be of greater concern to you, you lay it aside to meet someone else’s need. I like the use of the words “lay down.” It conveys to me something temporary. It says to me that Jesus is leaving room for all our needs to be met. If I lay aside my need to serve someone else, I can return to it later and complete it – whatever my need was at the time.  


I think laying down one’s life as in dying and giving up the ghost is not exactly what Jesus meant. Even though it is a great gesture, it is to final. Isn’t that the reason why Jesus did the dying in our place? With His death taking care of all our needs, the world’s needs, we only need to do the works that comes along with living. He came to give us life not death but we are always trying to imply that giving up our life is greater than giving of our life.

Abundant life is not found in the grave but in living. So, we must lay it all aside because He will grant to us the opportunity to bring the things that matters to us to completion. We short-circuit God plans for us or delay the prayers being met by thinking only of ourselves. Lay it aside and tell someone about the good news. Lay it aside and meet a need and perhaps as you are meeting one need your need will be met.
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