Life and Death is in the Word


Life and death is in the word of God, when spoken it must do that which it is spoken to do. “But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it” Deuteronomy 30:14. God is saying that His word is so near to us, as near as in our mouth to speak it and in our heart to do it. His word is not a concept written on stone or in a book. It takes on life once spoken and when put into action. 


Now God goes on to say in the next verse, Deuteronomy 30:15, “See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil.” To speak and do His word is life – our ability to live holy and acceptable to a Holy God. The good is the quality of life and the abundance of life. It is also the joy of life and peace with God and man. God also adds the alternative to life and good – death and evil. The alternatives are the results of not heeding what God has set before us, His word, His commandments, His laws. 


By not speaking God’s word death enters in – it comes by default. Not speaking God’s word is no different than denial or ignorance of His word. If it is not spoken or put into action the seeds of life and good have not been planted and so there is nothing to grow. See Deuteronomy 30:17-18. We perish by turning away from God’s word. Without the word of God to bring life to our dead souls we become targets for the enemy. He haunts us with his evil intents, eventually we succumb. 

God clarifies His intent for us and His word in Deuteronomy 30:16, “In that I command thee this day to love the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the Lord thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.” See, love God – action, walk in His way – action, and keep His commandments, statues and judgments – action. Actions are word (spoken) and deed (done). That thou may live and multiply is the same as life and good. These commandments are blessings and they produce more blessings. 

In Deuteronomy 30:19 God seals His word, “I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live” Heaven and earth is a witness against us that God has set life and death before us. He set the choice of life or death. We speak and do His word or we ignore it and or reject it. He offers us blessings for good or curses which are bad outcomes. 

The conclusion of this is that life and death is not in our mouth but in His words spoken from our mouth and in our heart to take action in doing His word. We in ourselves have no power. Our word have no power, it is only by speaking God’s word that life comes. Life only comes from God not man. We do not have that much power or any for that matter that we can add to or take a way from a man’s life with our own words. We might be able to influence others or compel them to do a thing or not do a thing, but that is pretty much it. This is how superstitions arise. This is how fear arises. We speak life by speaking God’s word; we speak death by default, not speaking life – shutting up the word in our minds and hearts. This is how we speak life to others; “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” Romans 5:8. Now a choice can be made for life or death – acceptances of what Christ sacrificed for us or reject it. Simple, isn’t it! Do not take people’s word to heart their words do not have life. But trust in God’s word that it will not return void if you receive it unto yourselves or speak it unto others.
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