

Living out Christ in our Community

By K. Joy Sandiford


Living out Christ in our communities is paramount to change in any community. But in order to see the evidence of Him we must take Him to the streets. It is in the streets that the relevancy of Christ becomes apparent and real. Christ Himself was our example. He took His ministry to the highways and byways, to towns and cities, crossing over the Sea of Galilee, to preaching on hills, mountains and in the market places and sea shore. Christ lived out loudly the will of His Father. 

There should be no question as to whether a community believes in God or not. Take for example the issue of gang activities. A community living out Christ would be most effective in sponsoring activities for gang members, Instead of building new churches they can invest in mentoring and apprenticeship programs. Such programs give worth and value to a youth’s life. 

The church door would be open, not just two days a week, but so that kids who are not involved in gang activities can go for instruction, recreation, and involvement in viable ministries like helping out with clothing closets, soup kitchens, and in counseling other peers. Demonstrating the love they are lacking will insulate many children from gang membership. Taking the love of Christ to houses and then teaching the family members how to make that house a home will cost much less than a new building. 

Kids join gangs because they have no sense of family, structure, or expectancies for their lives. Christianity is about renewed life and abundant life. It is about hope, forgiveness, purpose, and a good end.  Christ is the hope, we are His instruments of forgiveness, we are to provide instructions so that purpose can be realized and a good end will be apprehended. 


Taking Christ to the streets is where we harvest the souls that we can sow life into. It is where we see, feel, and touch the reality of those kids that are hurting. If we do not engage the lost, gang members, with the word of God, if we do not go to them they will continue to perceive gang membership as the family of the future. It is because we have not gone even though we are commanded to go that many communities around church buildings are deplorably in ruin, destitute, and morally, spiritual, physically, and financially stagnant.  

Living out Christ is in our communities can have a marked effect  on gang activities if we make ourselves accessible to children who are lost, lonely, products of godless houses, and in need of belonging. Take it to the streets! Let Christ be evident, adopt a gang member, offer activities for your neighborhood youths, knock on the doors in your church’s community, don’t build a new building, build a new life. Make a house a home and that home will become a place of worship and so the evidence of Christ in a community is that every home will become a church. This is the most cost effective way to build a church. This is how gang members can become viable individuals with hope, love, and purpose. It can only happen if we take Christ to the streets and put our faith on the line.
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